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PRESIDENT’S VIEW
Douglas K. Sheff

Creating
a visible
public
presence
The Massachusetts Bar Association
has a long history of supporting our judicial system and our communities. And
we will continue to build upon our accomplishments this year through my
Working Family, Consumer Advocacy
and Justice for All initiatives. We know
what we’ve accomplished and what
we’re capable of. But if we want to do
more — and we do — we need to make
sure the public understands, as well.
This notion cannot be emphasized
enough: it all begins with the public. As
Abraham Lincoln said: “In this age, in
this country, public sentiment is everything. With it, nothing can fail; against
it, nothing can succeed. Whoever molds
public sentiment goes deeper than he
who enacts statutes, or pronounces judicial decisions.”
I firmly believe we can go deeper and
accomplish more by creating a visible
public presence, which emphasizes our
support for the courts and our communities, and the good deeds of lawyers. We
already have many of the pieces in place.
MBA Chief Legal Counsel and Chief
Operating Officer Martin W. Healy and
his legislative team are second to none
when it comes to lobbying our legislature for appropriate court funding. We
consistently use all means possible to educate the public as to the importance of
our courts. Under the leadership of Past
President Richard P. Campbell, we went
so far as to rent space on billboards to
facilitate and enhance public awareness
with respect to the courts.
By combining those efforts with a
strong message that the courts are a critical element, essential in the protection of
the rights of working families, consumers and the disadvantaged, we will unquestionably create a strong public sentiment for properly funded, effective and
fair civil and criminal justice systems. In
turn, legislators would respond to their
constituents and the courts would receive
sufficient resources.
Of course, the bench and bar
2

Sheff opens 2013-14 year with
vow to reclaim trust in attorneys
By Nora Tooher

In an evening that combined heartfelt admiration
with good-natured teasing,
more than 100 friends, family members and colleagues
gathered on Sept. 12 at the
Liberty Hotel in Boston to
laud Douglas K. Sheff as
president of the Massachu-

setts Bar Association.
During the event, which
marked the opening of the
2013–2014 association year,
Sheff announced an ambitious, three-point initiative
aimed at restoring attorneys’
reputations as community
caretakers and champions of
justice.
Despite their many selfless acts, attorneys
6

MBA President Douglas K. Sheff discusses his three initiatives at
his President’s Reception.

Rick Dyer’s long journey
has gone from jail to the
bar. Now he seeks
the bench.

By Christina P. O’Neill

It’s emblematic of Richard
J. Dyer’s career that more than
one of his legal colleagues say
that they met him for the first
time when he was a defendant.
The judge who became one of
his first and most crucial advocates was also the first one to
put him in jail, and would do

so several times.
Dyer’s rap sheet has more
than 10 years of felony convictions, from attempted B&E to
grand larceny. One of his clients has been quoted as citing
him as an inspiration, because
Dyer turned his life around after committing offenses worse
than the client’s.
Dyer’s O. Henry-style life
story has been told in the na-

tional press through media, including Parade magazine, and
a CBS documentary. He’s seeking a judgeship in the District
Court, primarily because of his
interest in expanding the Drug
Court within that system. A few
years ago, he was “rejected,” as
he puts it, in his first bid.
He earned his GED at the
Deer Island Correctional Facility, and subsequently gradu-

ated with honors from Boston
State College, completing a
four-year program in 2 1/2
years by studying in both the
night and the day programs.
The judge who had imposed
his last sentence wrote the recommendation that got him into
law school at the dawn of the
1980s, but all but one school to
which he applied turned him
down. That same judge helped
him apply for a governor’s pardon from Michael Dukakis in
1983, the year he earned his JD
from Northeastern University
School of Law. While studying there, he was told that a
convicted felon would never
be allowed to practice. He persevered anyway. The pardon
cleared the way for him to take
the bar exam.
Dyer readily admits that
without the governor’s pardon,
his life would be very different today. But ultimately, life
is what you make it. Now an
attorney with an established
practice in Newton, with six
children and one grandchild,
Dyer, at 61, looks years younger and his personality is engag4
ing.

Chief Justice Ireland to deliver Annual
Address at Bench-Bar Symposium
By Jason M. Scally

Supreme Judicial Court Chief
Justice Roderick L. Ireland will deliver his Annual Address to the Legal
Community at the Massachusetts Bar
Association’s Bench-Bar Symposium.
The event will take place at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 16, at the John Adams
Courthouse.

This year, Trial Court Chief Justice
Paula M. Carey will also offer her remarks, her first to the bar since assuming her current position in July. Carey
previously served as the chief justice of
the Probate & Family Court.
“The Bench-Bar Symposium is
one of the highlights of our year. We
look forward to hearing Chief Justice
Ireland’s much-anticipated Annual Address, and Chief Justice Carey’s
6

SJC Chief Justice Roderick L. Ireland at the 2012
Bench-Bar Symposium.
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must work together and present a “unified front” when it comes
to support for the judicial system. I am proud to say that several
members have been working with the MBA to enhance bench/
bar relations. This year we have already created and commenced regular bench/bar lunches with the Supreme Judicial
Court and have scheduled educational programs and receptions
co-sponsored by our Judicial Administration Section Council. The House of Delegates passed a resolution to update the
Judicial Preference Guide, a useful tool to assist lawyers and
judges alike in the everyday workings of the courts. We will
spend more time with judges than ever, develop a deeper understanding of how lawyers and judges can support each other, and
together recapture the public trust.
Creating a more visible presence will also pay dividends
with our membership — the single most important consideration for any organization. I believe our membership efforts
would skyrocket if we were to watch our leaders, not simply
at MBA functions, but in major media as well. A public presence will have a synergistic effect on the MBA, and all of its
initiatives, past, present and future. Immediate Past President
Robert L. Holloway has worked tirelessly on membership, as
has Vice President Christopher P. Sullivan, whom Holloway appointed to chair the Membership Committee. This year, Vice
President Martha Rush O’Mara will contribute her considerable
talents and co-chair the Membership Committee, as well. The
work that Bob, Chris, Martha and others are doing is essential
to the MBA, and can only be enhanced with increased visibility
to non-members.
In addition to our Education and Membership committees,
we have formed a Public Relations/Media Committee, which
is led by a talented group of MBA leaders and staff. President-

elect Marsha V. Kazarosian has agreed to contribute her superior skills as well. We have even included non-lawyers with media backgrounds. We will work to increase positive exposure in
the media, while responding to unfair negative exposure. We
will generate, initiate and promote positive story ideas, drawing
from the wonderful and selfless activities of attorneys throughout the commonwealth which have, all too often, gone unrecognized. We will have a speaker’s bureau, position papers, and
media training. Treasurer Robert W. Harnais has been leading
projects that protect the public regarding criminal law issues.
Secretary Christopher A. Kenney has agreed to chair our new
Consumer Advocacy Task Force. All of this work is bound to
have a positive effect on the public.
But the real key to improving the public perception of
lawyers is found through you, our members. You’re the ones
who are serving on community associations, working with the
boards of nonprofit organizations, and donating your time and
your money to help people. We need to get the word out about
the positive contributions you make, day in and day out, and
there’s no time like the present.
October is Pro Bono Month, and, as I noted last month, Massachusetts lawyers give back roughly 1,000 years of pro bono
each year. That’s a lot of stories, and we ought to tell them. I
encourage each of you to embrace Pro Bono Month by not only
taking pro bono cases, but telling us about it, so we can spread
the good word. Send an e-mail to tellus@massbar.org.
Through our staff, our leaders, our three initiatives and our
committees, we have the infrastructure for an incredible year.
And with your help we are going to improve our public image
and regain the reputation for integrity once enjoyed by our great
profession. ■
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New law expands
juvenile justice
system jurisdiction
Gov. Deval L. Patrick has signed
into law Massachusetts Bar Associationbacked legislation, which raises the age
of juvenile court jurisdiction from 17 to
18 years old. The law, initially filed as
House Bill No. 1432, received unanimous
approval from both the House of Representatives and the Senate.
“The Massachusetts Bar Association
commends the governor, the House of
Representatives and the Senate for rectifying the inequity of treating 17-year-olds as
adults, regardless of the crime or circumstances surrounding their arrests,” MBA
Chief Legal Counsel and Chief Operating Officer Martin W. Healy said. “This
is more than just common sense; this is an
important and much-needed change that

ensures 17-year-olds are placed in a more
effective rehabilitative setting.”
Over the past few months the MBA
had pushed strongly for this change in Juvenile Court jurisdiction, because it allows
the commonwealth’s youngest offenders
the opportunity to become productive and
successful citizens through the rehabilitative nature of the Juvenile Court.
The new law segregates young offenders from the adult criminal system, which
will prevent juveniles who are sentenced
from being mixed with older and hardened serious offenders. The new law also
protects 17-year-olds by bringing them
under the juvenile system’s procedural
safeguards, which were not available
when they were treated as an adult. ■

News from the Courts

Hon. Paul C. Dawley
appointed District Court
chief justice

Chief Justice of the Trial Court Paula
M. Carey recently announced the appointment of Judge Paul C. Dawley as chief
justice of the District Court for a five-year
term effective Sept. 1, 2013, in accordance

with G.L. c.211B, §5. Dawley has served
on the District Court since 2001, and as a
regional administrative judge for that department since 2004. Acting Chief Justice
of the District Court Paul F. LoConto had
served on an interim basis since March.
“Chief Justice of the Trial Court Paula
M. Carey made an excellent decision with
her selection of Judge Dawley, who brings

years of hands-on experience and leadership, having served as both a regional
administrative judge and the first justice
of one of the commonwealth’s busiest
courts,” said MBA Chief Operating Officer and Chief Legal Counsel Martin W.
Healy. “Judge Dawley has risen through
the ranks of the judiciary and is well-respected by his colleagues and the bar for
his intellect and temperament.”

Probate and Family
Court pilots Limited
Issues Settlement
Conference program

Probate and Family Court Chief Justice Angela M. Ordoñez announced the
creation of a pilot program designed to
settle cases where the majority of the contested issues have already been resolved.
The Limited Issues Settlement Conference (LISC) program is envisioned as
a judicial case management tool to bring
parties and counsel together, by agreement, to settle any kind of Probate and
Family Court matter, with the involvement
and expertise of an active or retired judge
of the Probate and Family Court. Potential cases range from divorce settlements,
child custody and support issues, and will
contests, to guardianships of children or
the elderly, among others. To be eligible
to request a conference, the parties to the
case need to have been before the court on
at least one prior occasion, one side must
be represented by counsel, and the parties
must agree to bring a working agreement
to the scheduled hearing.
The LISC program is intended to assist the parties in resolving outstanding

issues. If complete resolution is achieved
at the conference, a decree or judgment
necessary to conclude the matter will enter immediately after the conference thus
saving parties, counsel, and the courts
from additional expense of time and money in preparation for, and presentation of,
a trial.
Cases pending in any county may participate in this process. The conferences
will be held on the first Friday of each
month at the Norfolk Probate and Family Court in Canton. The first conference
session will be held on Nov. 1, 2013. Free
parking is available at the conference site.
More details about the program, and
the form that needs to be completed for
consideration and scheduling, are available online. After reviewing the request
form and the pilot program’s guidelines,
those with questions may contact Jocelynne D. Welsh, Esq., at jocelynne.
welsh@jud.state.ma.us.

Chief Justice Carey and
Court Administrator
Spence announce
appointments

Chief Justice of the Trial Court Paula
M. Carey and Court Administrator Harry
Spence have announced appointments to
several Trial Court senior management
positions in the Office of Court Management and in the Executive Office of the
Trial Court. They have established an organizational chart in consultation with the
chief justices to explain the functions and
structure of the Trial Court’s central administrative offices.
• Jeffrey Morrow, a security
4
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professional with more than 30 years
of federal law enforcement and national security experience, has been
named Trial Court director of security, effective Sept. 30, 2013.
• Maria Fournier, now in the Administrative Office of the Juvenile Court,
has been named the director of support services, effective Sept. 3, 2013.
Carey and Spence jointly lead the
Executive Office of the Trial Court and
have modified the staffing of that office
to support the new governance structure
in the areas of judicial policy, administration and communications. They are
operating the Executive Office in an
integrated, collaborative way and have
designed two new positions to provide
support on strategic planning, policy
and operational issues that replace the
chief of staff and executive director positions.
• Kim Wright was appointed to the
position of senior assistant — judicial policy.
• Mary Rafferty was named the senior
assistant — administration & communications.

Medonis appointed
Probate and Family
Court deputy
administrator

Probate and Family Court Chief
Justice Angela M. Ordoñez and Court
Administrator Harry Spence have announced the appointment of Linda M.

Medonis as the
deputy court
administrator
for the Probate
and
Family
Court department of the
Massachusetts
Trial
Court,
effective Sept.
Linda M. Medonis
23. Medonis
succeeds Kim
J. Wright, who was recently named senior assistant for judicial policy of the
Executive Office of the Trial Court.
Medonis is currently a partner in
the Domestic Relations Department
of Prince, Lobel Tye LLP in Boston,
where she has practiced since 1995. Her
practice has included child custody disputes, analysis and litigation involving
complicated financial structures, estate
administration, will contests, guardianships and conservatorships. She has
served as a guardian ad litem, mediator, special master and court-appointed
counsel for children and has developed
and implemented departmental policies
and has participated in budget development and oversight.
Medonis served as the Massachusetts Bar Association representative to
the First Assistant Registers Committee
while practicing at Louison, Witt & Medonis PC in Brockton. She is an active
community volunteer in her hometown
of Marshfield and is a graduate of Westfield State University and New England
School of Law. ■

“Rick is very open about who he is and
where he came from, and it gives him a
unique way to relate to people in our justice
system,” says Massachusetts Bar Association Chief Legal Counsel Martin W. Healy,
who has gotten to know Dyer professionally.
“He’s just a tremendously inspiring member
of the bar.”
In the words of one of Dyer’s colleagues,
after a brief encounter, “You feel like you’ve
known him for a long time.”

A major U-turn

Dyer grew up in Brighton with four other
siblings. He was the only one to take a wrong
turn, starting with model airplane glue and
graduating to psychedelic drugs and then
heroin. To support his drug habit, he started
stealing and selling high-end cars in the days
when the state did not require a certificate of
title.
At age 22, sitting in a cell in the thenCharles Street Jail, he was terrified when he
was told he would be going before the parole
board for release. He had recent news from
home of a friend’s death and another’s receiving a life sentence. He feared he would
be next. But he recognized this fear as nearing the point of no return. “Out of my greatest despair came my recovery,” he says. “My
rehabilitation started … with my desperation,
my pain, my fear and my awareness that my
life was unmanageable on the outside.”
“The Life” catches up with people. Just
ask criminal defense attorney John J. McGlone III, principal at the Quincy law firm
Giarrusso, Norton, Cooley & McGlone PC.
He cites the frequent, drastic difference between a current mug shot with a driver’s
license that’s usually four to five years old.

Young people, often old beyond their years,
say things like, “Nobody ever suspected that
I would shoot up.” Once in the criminal-justice system, McGlone warns, even clean-cut
kids can learn the ropes in 60 to 90 days; that
education, he indicates, while efficient, seldom comes to good.
McGlone met Dyer almost two decades
ago when they were on opposite sides of a
case and had co-defendants. Today, he says
of Dyer, “He is not going to move a case
for the sake of moving a case. With him, it’s
‘How do I help this guy?’”
Judge David T. Donnelly of the Brighton
District Court notes that the court system’s
many moving parts include public safety,
punishment, restoration and hard work. “Everybody has a role, but no one has total ownership. That’s personality driven.” Of Dyer,
he says, “He can speak to someone in difficult circumstances in terms of the criminal
justice system and their addiction. He has an
understanding of what that means.”
This plays both ways — Dyer can also
be tough. “He pushes when he sees something that needs to be done,” says Zygmunt
J.B. Plater, professor of law at Boston College Law School, who recalls Dyer warning
recalcitrant defendants thusly: “I’m your attorney. If you don’t do x, y and z, you’re going to rot.”
Some of Dyer’s clients are the children
of former “comrades in crime,” Dyer says.
“And the parents … only remember me from
when things weren’t so good.” But, he says,
many call him when addiction touches them
or their families, not so much seeking legal
help but to draw on his personal experiences.
McGlone notes that Dyer has connections that are not readily apparent.
14
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Bar News

MBA and Suffolk Law
co-host Career Panel
More than 50 recent law school
graduates anxiously awaiting their bar
exam results attended the Massachusetts
Bar Association’s Sept. 10 Career Panel,
which was provided in partnership with
Suffolk University Law School. David
Merson, associate director of Career Services at Suffolk University Law School,
began the panel discussion with an indepth overview of various career resources available to new graduates. Merson stressed the importance of having an
updated — and clean — online profile
and resume.
“Potential employers that are thinking about hiring are going to go to the
web and Google you. You have to make
sure that what comes up is clean and professional,” Merson said.
MBA Law Practice Management Sec-

tion Council Vice Chair Damian J. Turco
provided attendees with a Top 10 list of
things law school graduates should do
while waiting for bar exam results. The
list included getting specific about what
it is you want to do. Throughout the discussion, Turco stressed the importance
of getting involved with professional
associations, like the MBA, in order to
build-up a reputation and credibility.
“They [Merson and Turco] gave great
suggestions about what you need to be
doing, both to get started and what to do
to get some legal experience,” said 2013
Suffolk University Law School grad Leslie-Ann Taylor.
A cocktail reception followed the
program, providing an opportunity for
recent graduates to relax, socialize and
ask panelists questions. ■

Photo by Marc A. D’Antonio and John J. Pregmon

(From left to right): MBA Law Practice Management Section Council Vice Chair Damian J. Turco, Suffolk
University Law School Associate Director David Merson, MBA Vice Presidents and Membership Committee
Co-chairs Christopher P. Sullivan and Martha Rush O’Mara, and program attendee Naree Chan.

Member Spotlights
Kameron named Robinson & Cole
‘Mentor of the Year’
Massachusetts Bar
Association
member Matthew A. Kameron
was
honored with
the Mentor of
the Year award
by Robinson
Matthew A. Kameron
& Cole LLP.
The award is sponsored annually by
the firm’s Professional Development
Committee, and seeks to recognize and
honor lawyers throughout the firm for

exemplary guidance and encouragement of fellow attorneys in their pursuit
of effective lawyering and professional
growth. The award recipients are selected through a firm-wide nomination
process.
Kameron is a partner at Robinson &
Cole LLP and a finance lawyer in the
Boston office. Over the past three decades, Kameron has represented the interests of financial institutions and borrowers in connection with the financing
of real estate projects and the provision
of line of credit and term facilities for
businesses.

Cremins named to ‘40 under 40’ by
Boston Business Journal
Massachusetts Bar
Association
member Nancy Cremins of
Gesmer Updegrove LLP
was included
in The Boston Business
Nancy Cremins
Journal’s 2013
class of “40 under 40” honorees — business and civic leaders who collectively
represent the next wave of talent and
commitment in the Boston economy.

Judges reviewed more than 250 nominations, considering professional accomplishments and community involvement.
A litigation associate, Cremins represents clients in all stages of commercial disputes in state and federal courts,
in appellate matters and in mediations
and arbitrations. She also assists both
employers and employees regarding any
issues that might arise out of the employment relationship, including counseling and training, drafting employment
agreements, litigating employment disputes or managing dispute resolution. ■
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President Sheff Vows to Reclaim Public’s Trust
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(From left to right) Chief Justice of the Family and Probate Court Angela M. Ordoñez and MBA President
Douglas K. Sheff.

(From left to right) Marc L. Breakstone of Breakstone, White & Gluck PC, MBA President Douglas K. Sheff
and Supreme Judicial Court Associate Justice Ralph D. Gants.
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and judges are often viewed as exclusionary and elitist, Sheff said.
Sheff’s plan to reclaim the public’s
trust in MBA members calls for:
• Helping working families through
the Massachusetts Workplace Safety
Task Force he chairs. Other measures
include supporting small business,
curbing predatory lending and backing efforts to control tuition and taxes.
• A consumer advocacy initiative that
includes setting up a clearinghouse to
address inadequate and negligent services and products.
• A “Justice for All” program to publicize MBA charitable work, from the
Massachusetts Bar Foundation and
Lawyer Referral Service, to recent
efforts such as helping the One Fund
and victims of traumatic brain injuries.
“We represent the under-represented; that’s what makes us different,”
Sheff said. “That’s what makes us truly

great.”
MBA President-elect Marsha Kazarosian and Donald Grady, Sheff’s
partner at Sheff Law in Boston, kicked
off the evening with glowing introductory remarks about Sheff, their close
friend. They also shared several amusing stories that illustrated Sheff’s penchants for multitasking and always going the extra mile to help others.
“Sometimes, Doug can drive you a
little crazy,” Kazarosian said jokingly.
“If Doug has an idea he wants to vet or
a problem he wants to solve, there’s nowhere you can hide.”
On a serious note, Grady described
Sheff as a “driven lawyer and successful
leader.”
Sheff is the first president of the
MBA, Grady noted, who is also a past
president of the Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys, as well as a governor of the American Association of
Justice (AAJ) and trustee of the AAJ’s
National College of Advocacy.
7

Bench-Bar symposium

Continued from page 1

plans about the Trial Court,” said MBA
President Douglas K. Sheff, who will
also speak at the annual event. “Strengthening the ties between members of the
bar and the judiciary is crucial as we
work together to advance the interests of
justice.”
The event is free to attend for members of the Massachusetts judiciary and
bar; however, those interested in attending should register as space is limited —
visit www.massbar.org/BBS.
The speaking program will be followed by a special reception with complimentary appetizers and beverages. ■

Trial Court Chief Justice
Paula M. Carey

MBA President Douglas K. Sheff
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(From left to right) MBA Vice President Martha Rush O’Mara, MBA President Douglas K. Sheff, MBA
President-elect Marsha V. Kazarosian, MBA Chief Legal Counsel and Chief Operating Officer Martin W. Healy
and MBA Treasurer Robert W. Harnais.

He attributed Sheff’s success as a
lawyer and leader to his family’s support.
In the audience, Sheff’s mother, Maxine, said her son demonstrated a lawyer’s
argumentativeness from an early age.
”He always debated everything,” she
said. “We used to call him ‘the bulldog.’”
Sheff’s sister, Jody Sheff, praised her
brother’s passion for justice and the law.
“I think that the MBA is extremely fortunate to have someone as talented, as

caring and as knowledgeable about the
law and respectful of justice,” she commented.
Sheff in turn thanked his fellow lawyers — whom he called his extended
family — and his actual family, particularly his father, the late Irving “Chick”
Sheff, founder of the personal injury law
firm that bears the family name, for inspiring him to become a lawyer.
“This is for you, dad,” he said. ■

Members of the working coalition, which collaborated in order to pass the Workers “Right to Know” Bill in
August 2012, including Al Vega of MassCOSH, Jeff Newton of MassCOSH, MBA President Douglas K. Sheff,
Marcy Goldstein Gelb of MassCOSH and Monica Halas of Greater Boston Legal Services.

MBA President Douglas K. Sheff and law partner Donald R. Grady.

Photos, this page and facing, by Jeff Thiebauth
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Traumatic
Brain Injury
Our Team is Committed to Superior Results

Bar News

MBA partners with
The Warren Group
for legal technology
conference
By Cassidy Murphy

$9,800,000
$7,000,000
Ten Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02108
617-227-7000
www.shefflaw.com

A Sixty Year Tradition of Excellence.
G enerous r eferral f ees

$6,000,000
$4,000,000
$3,500,000
$1,000,000

In the lush, Old Boston environs of
the Omni Parker Hotel, today’s lawyers
got a sneak peak at the future of technology in the legal profession.
The Massachusetts Bar Association,
in partnership with The Warren Group,
publisher of Lawyers Journal, presented
Legal Trends, the first annual legal technology conference, at the hotel on Monday, Sept. 17.
Featuring keynote addresses from
Judge Nancy Gertner and noted criminal defense attorney John H. Cunha Jr.,
the well-attended seminars were full of
informative presentations and networking opportunities.
“Judge Gertner’s comments were a
fascinating reminder of how and why
we should have a diminished expectation of privacy,” said MBA Vice President Martha Rush O’Mara, who was in
attendance. “Our cell phones allow us to
be tracked at any given moment. If you
want to maintain your privacy, leave
your cell phone at home and do not have
your picture taken or posted by friends,
relatives or colleagues.”
Gertner spoke about the “surveillance society in which we find ourselves,” drawing parallels to George
Orwell’s 1984, noting that while “we’re
not quite there yet, it is worrisome.”

Addressing three major points —
that “reasonable expectation of privacy” is too vague in today’s world, that
“physical records” are a thing of the
past, and that the Fourth Amendment
does not protect “non-content” — Gertner warned that “our constitutional protections have been dissolving for some
time.” She also noted that she believes
“we are not yet over the brink,” and can
recover from the erosions of privacy
rights in America’s laws.
Cunha covered the science behind
cell phone technology and how its evidentiary uses are often based on erroneous assumptions. He called on those
present to challenge commonly held
beliefs about cell phone use, technology
and location features. He also remarked
that while it may be difficult, “We must
stop governmental interference in our
lives, particularly in a world where
[young] people have no expectation of
privacy at all.”
The conference also featured seminars addressing cloud computing and
informed decisions, the cost of e-discovery, focused digital marketing for attorneys, and evidence collection in the
mobile age.
Event partners also included the
New Hampshire Bar Association, Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers, LOMAP
Massachusetts and the Women’s Bar
Association. ■

Criminal defense lawyer Jack Cunha Jr. discusses cellular phone evidence at Legal Trends.

Legal Trends keynote speaker, the Hon. Nancy Gertner (ret.).

Photos by Amanda Martocchio
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MBA CLE

AT-A-GLANCE

OCTOBER CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS BY PRACTICE AREA
LAW PRACTICE MANAGEMENT

Law Firm Marketing
Plan Workshop
Thursday, Oct. 17, 2–5 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St., Boston

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

SEMINAR WITH REAL-TIME WEBCAST

Faculty:
Damian J. Turco, Esq., program chair
Mass Injury Firm PC, Boston
Sofia Lingos, Esq.
Lingos Law LLC, Boston
Susan Letterman-White
Lawyers, Leaders and Teams, Braintree
DAMIAN J. TURCO
Stephen Seckler, Esq.
Seckler Legal Consulting and Coaching, Newton

JOHN J. MORRISSEY, ESQ.
Morrissey, Wilson & Zafiropoulos LLP, Braintree
Program chair, MBA’s A View From the Bench Series:
Superior Court Motion Practice

Sponsoring section: Law Practice Management

JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION

MBA’s A View from
the Bench Series

Superior Court Motion Practice
Thursday, Oct. 24, 4:30–7:30 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St. Boston
SEMINAR WITH REAL-TIME WEBCAST

Faculty:
John. J. Morrissey, Esq., program chair
Morrissey, Wilson, & Zafiropoulos LLP, Braintree
Hon. S. Jane Haggerty
Superior Court, Boston
Hon. Merita A. Hopkins
Superior Court, Boston
Hon. Peter B. Krupp
Superior Court, Boston
Hon. Edward P. Leibensperger
Superior Court, Boston
Sponsoring sections:
Judicial Administration, Young Lawyers Division

Feed Your Mind

The MBA’s Legal Lunch Series
Featuring
MBA Past President Richard P. Campbell
Tuesday, Oct. 22, 12:30–1:30 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St. Boston
Join us for this FREE program providing guidance and
insight on every aspect of starting a law firm, as well as practice and marketing pointers on
growing your own firm.

Morrissey is a founding partner of Morrissey, Wilson & Zafiropoulos LLP in Braintree
and focuses his practice on personal injury claims including wrongful death, catastrophic injury, construction site accidents, premises liability, product liability, automobile and
workers’ compensation claims.
Chair of the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Judicial Administration Section, a member
of the MBA’s Work Place Safety Task Force and an MBA Fee Arbitration Board arbitor,
Morrissey is also on the Board of Bar Overseers’ Hearing Committee and has served as a
member of the Medical Malpractice Tribunal. He is a life fellow and member of the Massachusetts Bar Foundation’s Grant Advisory Committee and is on the Massachusetts Academy
of Trial Attorneys’ Board of Governors.
Morrissey is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts Amherst and received his J.D.
from Boston University School of Law.

— SAVE THE DATE —
UPCOMING MBA CONFERENCES

23rd Annual
Family Law Conference
Friday, Nov. 1–Saturday, Nov. 2
Chatham Bars Inn
297 Shore Road, Chatham
Conference co-chairs:
Jennifer R. Clapp, Esq.
Grindle Robinson LLP,
Wellesley
Michael I. Flores, Esq.
Michael I. Flores LLC,
Orleans

SEMINAR WITH REAL-TIME WEBCAST

JENNIFER R. CLAPP MICHAEL I. FLORES

First Annual Probate Law
Conference

This series is coordinated by the Civil Litigation Section and
Young Lawyers Division, and will be moderated by Courtney
Shea, Esq. and Craig Levey, Esq.
Attendees are encouraged to
bring their own lunch.

Friday, Dec. 6, 9:15 a.m.–1 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St. Boston
MBA conference to be preceded by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly’s
Business and Law Breakfast, sponsored by Yurko, Salvesen & Remz
(7:30–9 a.m.)

www.MassBar.org/FamilyLaw • (617) 338-0530

RICHARD P. CAMPBELL

In-House Counsel Summit

Featuring the 11th Annual In-House Counsel
Conference

Friday, Nov. 15, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Lombardo’s, 6 Billings St., Randolph
Conference co-chairs:
John G. Dugan, Esq., conference co-chair
Doherty, Ciechanowski, Dugan & Cannon PC, Franklin
Janice C. Nigro, Esq., conference co-chair
Nigro, Pettepit & Lucas LLP, Wakefield
Additional faculty to be
announced.
Sponsoring section:
Probate Law

Conference co-chairs:
James C. Donnelly Jr., Esq., conference co-chair
Mirick, O’Connell, DeMallie and Lougee LLP, Worcester
Robert J. Kerwin, Esq., conference co-chair
Mortgage Master, Walpole
Peter D. McDermott, Esq., conference co-chair
Banner & Witcoff Ltd., Boston
David A. Parke, Esq., conference co-chair
Bulkley, Richardson & Gelinas LLP, Springfield
Sponsoring section: Business Law

JAMES C.
DONNELLY

ROBERT J. KERWIN

PETER D.
MCDERMOTT

DAVID A. PARKE

Public Law Conference
JOHN G. DUGAN JANICE C. NIGRO

Thursday, Nov. 7, 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St. Boston

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MASSBAR.ORG/CLE OR CALL (617) 338-0530.
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GLYNN MEDIATION
Experience • Common Sense
Resolution

Attorney Glynn has been designated as a
neutral for both non-binding mediation
and arbitration; he has successfully
managed those matters, either resolving/
settling cases in mediation or rendering
fair/equitable decisions at arbitration.

John B. Glynn, Esq.
25 Braintree Office Hill Park, Suite 408
Braintree, MA 02184
781-356-1399

jbglynn@glynnmediation.com
www.http://glhrlaw.com/john-b-glynn
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Bar News

‘Problem solvers’ to explore
latest developments at
Family Law Conference
Family law attorneys and judges are, at
their core, problem solvers devoted to unraveling the most intractable intra-family
dilemmas. It can be exhausting work for
the most committed. As a respite for harried practitioners, the Massachusetts Bar
Association’s Family Law Section Council
hosts the 23rd Annual Family Law Conference. At the conference, judges, attorneys
and other professionals socialize, learn the
latest developments in this multi-faceted
area of the law and exchange ideas.
The
conference
will
be held at the
Chatham Bars
Inn in Chatham,
beginning
at
1 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 1,
and ending at
1 p.m. on SatMBA Family Law Section Chair
rd
and 23 Annual Family Law urday, Nov. 2.
Conference Co-chair Michael I. Responding to
Flores of Michael I. Flores LLC feedback from
prior
conferin Orleans.
ences, the 2013
conference
begins on Friday afternoon
and ends with
a luncheon on
Saturday. Four
substantive programs, each two
hours long, are
MBA Family Law Section Vice planned.
UnChair and 23rd Annual Family
changed is the
Law Conference Co-chair Jennifer
c o n f e r e n c e ’s
R. Clapp of Grindle Robinson LLP
Friday evening
in Wellesley.
cocktail reception, which is always a convivial affair.
Friday will begin with a program exploring how to obtain electronic evidence
and how to get it admitted into evidence.
“With the introduction of electronic mail,
instant messaging, texting and, of course,
the explosion of social media, our society’s
methods of communication has changed
radically over the last 10 years,” says
Conference Co-chair Michael I. Flores,

of Michael I. Flores LLC in Orleans. “As
a result, family law attorneys and judges
grapple with the relevance, authenticity
and admissibility of electronically-conveyed information.”
Friday’s second session will focus on
the relationship between child support
and alimony. “In 2011 and 2013, there
were changes to the alimony statute and
the Child Support Guidelines,” explained
Maureen McBrien, the session’s moderator. “Our panel will examine these
changes, how child support and alimony
intersect when establishing and modifying support orders and how judges are approaching support issues in child support
and alimony cases.”
Chief Justice Angela M. Ordoñez will
deliver the keynote remarks Saturday
morning, giving the traditional “State of
the Probate and Family Court” Address. It
is Chief Justice Ordoñez’s first year at the
helm of the Probate and Family Court, and
her speech will offer audience members a
glimpse of where she intends to steer the
court during her tenure.
Saturday’s programs will commence
with a panel discussion about allocating
gifts and inheritances when the distribution of the marital estate is in dispute. The
audience will hear from judges and lawyers on the “best practices” for litigating
these issues where statutes and case law do
not provide clear guidelines and the trial
court retains considerable discretion over
the disposition of this special category of
assets.
The conference’s final session will
be a “dos and don’ts” presentation offering practical tips on how to draft effective
post-trial findings. The session will be led
by a panel of Probate and Family Court
judges who will discuss what each looks
for in the proposed findings and rationales
received in the wake of trial.
Conference Co-chair Jennifer Clapp
said, “This conference, like the others, will
give practitioners and judges the opportunity to expand their understanding of current issues in the company of other committed problem solvers.” ■
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Here’s
how to make a connection:
www.northeastmediation.com
Evaluation
| Full Neutral Panel
1. CaseVisit
http://access.massbar.org
2. Log in to My Bar Access using
your MBA user name and password.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Click on MEMBER GROUPS
in the My Bar Access gold navigation bar.
In the MEMBER GROUPS
dropdown menu, click on your
section/division.
Click on the “Members” tab in
the member group’s dashboard
to see a list of section members.
Click on a member’s profile and
make the person a “contact.”

My Bar Access allows you to tailor your communications to just your
group of contacts on the site. Members
can restrict viewable blog posts to just
contacts and exchange personal messages. ■
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Bar News

Delegates establish new
section, welcome Gants
by Jason Scally

Workers’ Compensation is the newest
Massachusetts Bar Association section
after unanimous approval by the House
of Delegates during its Sept. 19 meeting,
held at the MBA’s Boston headquarters.
The proposal to add the new section was
part of the robust agenda for the meeting, which also featured guest remarks by
Supreme Judicial Court Justice Ralph D.
Gants along with several other new business items and officer reports.
Presiding over the first meeting of
the 2013-14 association year, new MBA
President Douglas K. Sheff thanked Immediate Past President Robert L. Holloway for his work on behalf of the bar.
Sheff then spoke about his own goals
going forward, which included working
with judges to improve the dialogue between the bench and the bar.
Sheff then introduced Gants as the
first of many distinguished guests who
will be invited to speak at House of Delegates meetings this year. Calling Sheff
a “drum major for justice,” Gants echoed
the MBA president’s remarks about the

importance of re-establishing connections with the judiciary and said he was
excited about the MBA’s plans for more
bench-bar meetings. As part of improved
communications, Gants urged members
of the bar to take an active role when
the SJC asks for comments on proposed
rules. “It’s terribly important when you
folks have an opportunity to comment
that you take advantage of it,” the judge
said.
Gants said it was an “exciting time in
the court system,” citing new court leadership in Trial Court Chief Justice Paula
M. Carey and Court Administrator Harry
Spence. He said court officials would be
taking a hard look at specialty courts,
such as Drug Courts, and looking at ways
to improve access to justice as part of the
judiciary’s philosophical shift towards
being “problem solvers.”
After emphasizing the importance of
pro bono, Gants called upon experienced
attorneys to look for mentoring opportunities. “We need to find a way not to lose
a generation of attorneys,” the judge said.
Following Gants remarks, Presidentelect Marsha V. Kazarosian gave the first
officer’s report and announced
13
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court Reporting

Would You Know A
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Law Office of

Kenneth I. Kolpan, P.C.
175 Federal Street,
Suite 1425,
Boston MA, 02110
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www.kolpan.com

court reporting
Photo by Jason Scally

Supreme Judicial Court Justice Ralph D. Gants speaks to Massachusetts Bar Association leadership at the
September 2013 House of Delegates meeting.

Your LegaL Support SYStem
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StenTel Transcription is the
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with a Specialization
in health policy
and Law
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• Court Reporting
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• Videoconferencing
• Email Encryption w/ Zixcorp
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DATA SECURITY

Bar News

‘Welcome Back’ Reception

e-discovery

Your clients come to you
for legal protection.
You can come to Infoshred
for data protection.

From left: MBA Vice President Christopher P.
Sullivan and MBA Law Practice Management Section
Vice Chair Damian J. Turco.

Infoshred has been a family and woman-owned
shredding and storage provider since 1997.
Our reputation is built on providing clients with
personal customer service. You can count on us
for all of your legal document destruction and
records storage needs. Call us
today for a free consultation.

From left: MBA Access to Justice Section Vice Chair
Susan G. Anderson and MBA President-elect Marsha
V. Kazarosian.

R

888-800-1552

www.infoshred.com

e xpert witness

ESTATE Planning

From left: MBA President Douglas K. Sheff, Middlesex County Bar Representative Philip J. Privitera, MBA
Vice President Martha Rush O’Mara and MBA Young Lawyers Division Chair-elect Courtney C. Shea.

From left: Former MBA Business Law Section Chair Stephen Y. Chow, MBA House of Delegates Regional
Delegate for Suffolk County Catherine E. Reuben, MBA President Douglas K. Sheff, Massachusetts
Association of Hispanic Attorneys Board of Directors member Roland D. Hughes, Massachusetts School of
Law student Amanda Spiridon.

MEDIATION

MEDIATION

Bette J. Roth, Esq.
• Mediator
• Arbitrator

Mediation and
Arbitration of all
Domestic Relations
and Probate Matters

• Facilitator
• Fact Finder

From left: NESL law student Kim Williams, MBA House of Delegates Regional Delegate for Suffolk County
Catherine E. Reuben, Massachusetts Association of Hispanic Attorneys Board of Directors member Lucinda
Riviera and 2012 NESL graduate Ijeoma J. Nwawka.

20+ years experience
New England ADR Superlawyer
• Former Trial Lawyer
•
•

“Every case can be
settled with hard work
and an open mind.”
Judge Steinberg

Judge Smoot

Judge Kopelman

508-588-5800
jill@bostonareamediation.com
www.bostonareamediation.com

Bette.roth@gmail.com
(617) 795-2425
www.RothADR.com

continued on page 13

From left: Middlesex County Bar Representative Philip J. Privitera, 2011 NESL Graduate Grace Roessler,
Elizabeth J. Hall and Lloyd D. Godson of DiPiano Godson LLP.
Photos by Jeff Thiebauth
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Calendar of Events
Wednesday, Oct. 16

Friday, Nov. 1–Saturday, Nov. 2

Annual Bench Bar Symposium

23rd Annual Family Law
Conference

4–6:30 p.m.
John Adams Courthouse, One
Pemberton Square, Boston

Chatham Bars Inn, 297 Shore
Road, Chatham

Thursday, Oct. 17

Wednesday, Nov. 6

MBA Western Mass. Dial-ALawyer Program

MBA Monthly Dial-A-Lawyer
Program

3:30–7:30 p.m.
Dial-in #: (413) 782-1659
Western New England University
School of Law, 1215 Wilbraham
Road, Springfield

5:30–7:30 p.m.
Statewide dial-in #: (617) 3380610

Law Firm Marketing Plan
Workshop
2–5 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St., Boston

Monday, Oct. 21
MBA Mock Trial Orientation
6 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St., Boston

Thursday, Nov. 7
MBA House of Delegates
2 p.m.
New England School of Law, 154
Stuart St., Boston
Public Law Conference
9 a.m. –1 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St., Boston

Tuesday, Nov. 12
Wednesday, Oct. 23
MBA Mock Trial Orientation
6 p.m.
Plymouth Public Library, 132
South St., Plymouth
MBA Mock Trial Orientation
6 p.m.
MBA Western Mass. Office, 73
State St., Springfield
MBA New Member Reception
6–7 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St., Boston

Thursday, Oct. 24
A View from the Bench Seminar
& Reception
4:30–7 p.m., reception to follow
MBA, 20 West St., Boston

Tiered Community Event: Color of
Justice
Offered by the National Association of
Women Judges
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First Annual Probate Law
Conference
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Office: 617-523-2935
Fax: 617-523 -1707

STATE, FEDERAL, AND
state, federal, aNd
INTERNATIONAL
TAX MATTERS
iNterNatioNal tax Matters
planning
audits
appeals
litigation

www.aadority.com
A.A. DORITY
COMPANY, INC.
262 Washington St. • Suite 99
Boston, MA 02108

2 p.m.
New Mission High School, 655
Metropolitan Ave., Hyde Park

Friday, Nov. 15

ta x attorne y

INTERNAL
SERVICE
sales &REVENUE
use tax
MA
DEPT. OF REVENUE
corporate
income/
excise
CIVIL
AND tax
CRIMINAL TAX
multistate taxation

(617)) 848
( 617
848- 9360
- 9360
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( 888
483-5884
- 5884
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Accidents

Experience ... Results

9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Lombardo’s, 6 Billings St.,
Randolph

Friday, Dec. 6
Eleventh Annual In-House
Counsel Conference
8:30 a.m.–1 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St., Boston

Tiered Community Mentoring
Kick-Off Event
8:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
MBA, 20 West St., Boston
MBA Mock Trial Orientation
6 p.m.
Massachusetts School of Law,
500 Federal St., Andover
MBA Mock Trial Orientation
6 p.m.
Mirick, O’Connell, DeMallie
& Lougee LLP, 100 Front St.,
Worcester

Delegates Establish New Section

Continued from page 11

she would be testifying about an increase
to the Workers’ Compensation death
benefit at a hearing on Oct. 8. Vice Presidents Christopher P. Sullivan and Martha
Rush O’Mara then gave a report about the
Membership Committee, which they cochair, and noted that it will include representatives from all section councils. Robert W. Harnais and Christopher A. Kenney also gave their first reports as MBA
treasurer and secretary, respectively.
MBA Chief Legal Counsel and Chief
Operating Officer Martin W. Healy
thanked supporters of the MBA-backed
juvenile jurisdiction law, which Gov.
Deval Patrick had signed. He also noted
that Past President Kathleen O’Donnell
is chairing a committee to deal with the
SJC’s request for comments on proposed
changes to Rules of Professional Conduct
regarding advertising.

Real-time webcast available
for purchase through MBA
On Demand at www.
massbar.org/ondemand.
Indicates recorded session
available for purchase
(after live program) through
MBA On Demand at www.
massbar.org/ondemand.

For more
information, visit
massbar.org/
events/calendar

Among the new business items, the
addition of a Workers’ Compensation
section signaled one of the most remarkable changes at the meeting. The affirmative vote came after Deborah Kohl’s presentation on behalf of the Workers’ Compensation Practice Group, where she emphasized the advantages the new group
will bring to both membership and the
MBA’s legislative advocacy efforts. Also
under new business, Anthony Benedetti,
Lee Gartenberg and Denise Murphy were
elected to the Executive Management
Board after being nominated by Sheff.
And delegates approved an update to the
Judicial Preference Guide and approved
comments on amendments to the rules of
criminal procedure regarding probation.
After the meeting adjourned, many
delegates attended the MBA’s “Welcome
Back” Member Reception, which was being held next door at the Back Deck (see
facing page for event photos). ■

PERSonAl injuRy And MEdiCAl MAlPRACtiCE REfERRAlS WElCoMEd

Breakstone | White | Gluck
2 Center Plaza, Suite 530, Boston, MA 02108
(617) 723-7676 | www.bwglaw.com

ADR

SRBC
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Mediation • Arbitration
by a trial lawyer with over
20 years of experience as
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Jeffrey S. Stern
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Rick Dyer’s long journey

Continued from page 4

continued from page 13
florida personal injury

FLORIDA
ATTORNEY
LAW OFFICES OF

3/16/06

12:47:01 PM

Randy C. Botwinick
Formerly of Pazer, Epstein & Jaffe

Concentrating in Personal Injury
• Co-Counsel and

• 29 Years
Experience Participation Fees Paid

MIAMI OFFICE
150 Alhambra Circle
Suite 1100
Coral Gables, FL 33134
P: 305 895.5700
F: 305 445.1169

PALM BEACH OFFICE
Peninsula Executive Center
2385 NW Executive Center Dr.
Suite 100, Boca Raton, FL 33431
P: 561 995.5001
F: 561 962.2710

Toll FREE: 1-877-FLA-ATTY (352-2889)
www.personalinjurylawyer.ws

L aw yer assistance

Attorney Richard Dyer, pictured in the former Charles Street Jail, says that well-administered recovery
programs can make the difference between a productive, taxpaying citizen and an incarcerant.

While he doesn’t exactly put it this way,
it harkens back to the social system that
existed in the days of Edwin O’Connor’s
mid-20th century novel about Boston’s oldstyle political system, The Last Hurrah.
Plater shares an anecdote from Dyer’s first
year of law school: students were given an
actual case file and told to come back days
later with a plan to proceed. Dyer returned,
and announced, “I got him off.” It turned out
that Dyer knew the probation officer; he had
a discussion to the effect that if the defendant makes certain promises, would he be
set free? Answer: Yes. “Few of us have the
sense of how personal trustworthiness [plays
a role],” says Plater. “What he brings to the
legal system is a call for common sense.”

Writing a new chapter

NEVER AGAIN WILL A LAWYER
HAVE TO SAY THERE WAS
NOWHERE TO TURN.
617-482-9600 | www.lclma.org

law yer assistance

Dyer authored a chapter on Massachusetts law and substance abuse for the Lexis
Nexis Practice Guide to Massachusetts
Criminal Law, 2013 Edition. The chapter,
titled “Strategies for Diversion and Alternative Disposition in Substance Use, Abuse,
and Addiction Cases,” is the first writing
on the subject to appear in Lexis Nexis,
and Dyer and other attorneys say it’s long
overdue, considering that 80 percent of the
cases that appear before the Brighton District Court have as root causes drug and/or
alcohol abuse.
Plater says Dyer brings a fresh approach
to what the legal system needs to be doing.
“He understands the system because he
understands people,” Plater says. “He cuts
through the bull. … Judges recognize that
he’s an attorney [with an understanding] of
how the law has to operate to achieve what
the law is supposed to achieve. … He knows
how to ask for legal analysis. Growing up
in the streets of Boston, he didn’t get a lot
of grounding in constitutional law, but he’s
open to it and knows how to ask about it.”

Making the leap

So, what kind of a judge would Dyer
be? Would it be possible for him to use his
innate personal skills as effectively on the
bench as on the bar? Many colleagues seem
to think so.
Judge Donnelly says, “We have absolutely no control over who comes before us
and how they came before us. But we can af-

fect how they leave.” Long-term gains result
in a person becoming productive rather than
a burden to society.
Attorney John Palmer remembers Dyer
from the time Dyer worked for him right out
of law school. They first met in a prisoners’
rights case. “He always had special insights
and concern about people who suffer from
addictions. He’s empathetic but tough. He
knows all the games [people play].”
“He is a catalyst for the investment of
public resources,” says Plater, due to Dyer’s
knowledge of which rehabilitation programs
work and which don’t — often from direct
experience. “He sees things that need correction and could be corrected, but outside the
normal system.”
Gary Greenberg, former co-managing
shareholder at Greenberg Traurig LLP, concurs: “Where he shines is in understanding
what works and what doesn’t in terms of recovery. … He is really an extraordinary individual, committed to using the legal system
to help those in recovery, but also realizing
the limits of the legal system.” He adds, “He
would make a great judge. He knows the
law, he knows how to deal with recovery. If
someone like Rick Dyer can wear a robe, it
resonates through the entire [community].”
Luke Goldworm at the Suffolk County
District Attorney’s office cites at least a dozen defendants who left repeat performances
and are now in recovery as the result of Dyer’s work. “He sees when people are serious
about recovery,” he says. “He’s the first guy
to call it like it is,” Goldworm says. “Not just
in criminal cases, but his whole life.”
Last, but far from least, is Dyer’s son
Eric. At 23, he’s now in his first year at law
school. He has also shared some of his father’s struggles with addiction, and has been
sober for two years. Of his father, Eric says,
“He wore who he was right on his sleeve.”
Father and son cite unconditional love as a
source of strength. Rick Dyer says his mother unrelentingly showed up in court for his
appearances, and today he carries a talisman
that represents her spirit. “His mother said
that if he had no hope, he could borrow some
of hers,” Eric says. “Dad said that too. … He
looked at the cards he was dealt and played it
the best way he could. He is able to use [recovery] not as a weakness or a disease, but
something that gives him strength.” ■

Another dimension of recovery

Richard J. Dyer’s law office may be the only one in the state with an in-house recovery coach. Beth Lewinger, an independent contractor in his office who is also his
fiancé, focuses on facilitating sustainable recovery strategies that help clients in court
with advocacy, and identify barriers and obstacles to recovery. A recovery coach can
propose an alternate disposition or diversion as an alternative to incarceration, and can
facilitate the insurance that covers treatment. As an independent contractor, Lewinger
can consult with other attorneys, which is useful in situations in which some of Dyer’s
clients have open cases in other courts.
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MASSACHUSETTS BAR FOUNDATION
Ke e ping the promi se of ju stice since 19 6 4

Massachusetts Bar Foundation provides major
grant for independent judicial education
The Massachusetts Bar Foundation (MBF) Board
of Trustees recently awarded an IOLTA grant of
$150,000 to the Flaschner Judicial Institute to support its educational programming and publications
for Massachusetts judges. The MBF has long been a
proud supporter of Flaschner, providing grants for its
core operations annually since 1982.
“Supporting programs that improve the administration of justice in the commonwealth is one of the
MBF’s priorities, and our grant to Flaschner this year
is a sound investment toward this goal,” said MBF
President Jerry Cohen. “In addition to the outstanding
work Flaschner does year in and year out, the MBF
has been particularly appreciative of Flaschner’s recent programs on effectively managing cases involving pro se litigants. This training helps the judges to
effectively ensure everyone has equal access to the
courts, not just those who can afford an attorney.”
Established in 1978 as a memorial to former District Court Chief Justice Franklin N. Flaschner, the Institute offers up to 35 full-day, half-day and evening
educational programs each year, which are available
free of charge to all trial and appellate judges serving in the Massachusetts judiciary, including federal
judges. In addition, Flaschner publishes useful benchbooks, including the Massachusetts Jury Trial Benchbook and the official print edition of the Massachusetts Guide to Evidence. These practical guides are

A group of Trial Court judges at a recent Flaschner program. From
left to right: Boston Municipal Court Judge Michael J. Coyne,
Superior Court Judge Shannon Frison, Superior Court Judge
Charles J. Hely, District Court Judge Antoinette E.M. Leoney, and
Boston Municipal Court Judge Annette Forde.

Thank you to our
recent supporters!
Foundation Fellows
Todd J. Bennett, Esq.
Bennett & Belfort PC, Cambridge
Susan Bocamazo, Esq.
Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, Boston
Lynne M. Chiodo, Esq.
Walpole
Elissa Flynn-Poppey, Esq.
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo PC, Boston

Supreme Judicial Court Justice Margot Botsford, who also serves
as the Flaschner Judicial Institute’s president & dean.
distributed to all judges in the commonwealth and are
available to the wider legal community for purchase
through Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly.
“Continuing education is essential to maintaining
the highest professional standards for judges,” said Supreme Judicial Court Justice Margot Botsford, who has
served as Flaschner’s president and dean since 2009.
“Flaschner not only provides training for new judges,
but also offers a wide variety of programs that give
judges at every level of experience the opportunity to
learn about developments, legal and otherwise, in new
and established fields that are relevant to their work.”
The vital importance of this “self-help” judges’ organization to the judiciary is demonstrated by the consistently high attendance statistics. Approximately 70
percent of Massachusetts judges participated in Flaschner programs during the last year. “Since becoming
a judge three years ago, I have attended 12 Flaschner
programs, and I have registered for several more this
fall,” said District Court Judge Antoinette E. M. Leoney. “Universally praised and appreciated among my
colleagues, these programs were an enormous help in
my transition to the bench, and they remain so today.”
Flaschner’s agenda for this court year includes programs on Summary Process Evictions/Foreclosures,
Evidence, Electronic Discovery, Complex Issues in a
Criminal Trial and more. For additional information,
please visit: www.flaschner.org.
To see the full list of MBF IOLTA Grant Awards for
2013–14, visit www.MassBarFoundation.org.

Louis D. Brandeis Fellows
J. W. Carney Jr., Esq.
Carney & Bassil PC, Boston
Michael C. Fee, Esq.
Pierce & Mandell PC, Boston

Oliver Wendell Holmes Fellows
Josef C. Culik, Esq.
Culik Law PC, Boston
Harvey Weiner, Esq.
Peabody & Arnold LLP, Boston

Justice Circle Members
Frank J. Ciano, Esq.
Law Offices of Frank J. Ciano, Cambridge
Hon. John M. Greaney (ret.)
Suffolk University Law School, Boston
Mark Twombly Lee, Esq.
Army & Lee PC, Worcester
Peter M. McElroy, Esq.
Cosgrove, Eisenberg & Kiley PC, Quincy

Save the date

MBF 2014 Annual Meeting
Thursday, Jan. 23, 2014

The philanthropic community for lawyers and judges

STATEWIDE

MASSACHUSETTS BAR FOUNDATION
Learn more at www.MassBarFoundation.org
The Massachusetts Bar Foundation is the commonwealth's premier legal charity. Founded in 1964, the MBF is the philanthropic partner of the Massachusetts Bar Association. Through
its grantmaking and charitable activities, the MBF works to increase access to justice for all Massachusetts citizens. There is role for every lawyer and judge at the MBF to help safeguard
the values of our justice system — to ensure that equality under the law is a reality, not just an ideal. Visit our website to learn more about our work and to get involved.

www.MassBarFoundation.org
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MEMBERSHIP
A DVA NTAGE
MBA BENEFITS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
Congratulations and welcome to our
2013–14 Section Council and
Division Leadership.
For a full list of section and division leaders, see page 17.

Fe a t ur e d m em b er b en ef i t

SECTIONS

i Belong* to something ...
BENEFICIAL
"The MBA has helped me
grow my practice and develop important relationships,
especially through the Civil
Litigation and Health Law section councils. It has provided
me with numerous leadership, networking and business
referral opportunities. The
MBA’s My Bar Access instantly connects me to MBA members across Massachusetts, and
the wide variety of live and On Demand CLE programs offer
top-level training opportunities."
Anthony V. Agudelo
MEMBER SINCE 2005
Sugarman, Rogers, Barshak & Cohen PC

Tell us why YOU Belong.
www.MassBar.org/iBelong
iBelong@MassBar.org

AVAILABLE MBA SECTIONS
Access to Justice
Business Law
Civil Litigation
Criminal Justice
Family Law
Health Law
Immigration Law
Individual Rights & Responsibilities
Judicial Administration
Juvenile & Child Welfare
Labor & Employment
Law Practice Management
Probate Law
Public Law
Real Estate Law
The Sole Practitioner & Small Firm
Taxation Law
Workers’ Compensation
Young Lawyers Division

Enjoy free, unlimited sections as part of your MBA membership. Keep up-to-date on practice-related developments and expand your networking circle.
Join one or more of the Massachusetts Bar Assocation's 17 sections — specialty groups that focus on a unique area of law —
or the Young Lawyers Division.

Section membership
allows you to:

• Build a network of contacts with key lawyers and experts
in the field through numerous networking opportunities
• Receive timely notice of recent case law and pending
legislation
• Seek appointment to leadership roles in the MBA

• Join practice groups, or specialty groups within a section,
free of charge
For more information about how to get involved in a section, contact
Jean Stevens, MBA sections administrator, at JStevens@MassBar.org.

YOU Belong here*
FOR YOUR PRACTICE

Build your (our) credibility
By Damian J. Turco

Credibility is
key. As an attorney, it’s incrementally acquired a
number of different ways. It may
be by the recommendation of another attorney or
client. It may be
Damian J. Turco
by the incredible
results you’ve attained in previous cases. You
may have built credibility by having a fantastic website with stellar online reviews. Perhaps you’ve gained credibility by volunteering
for a local cause.

An equally accepted proposition is that
credibility is easier to destroy than to build.
But let’s not let that minor detail derail our
vision. After all, it’s simply not that challenging to build credibility every day. And I don’t
just mean credibility for you personally. You
should be building credibility for attorneys
generally, because having public sentiment in
favor of attorneys is good for your business.
In the summer of 2007, my wife and I attended a party. There were a couple hundred
people there, of all ages and careers. The guy
I remember most introduced himself jokingly
as “a liar.” With a wide grin on his face he
quickly corrected himself. “Did I say liar? I
meant lawyer.”
Six years, two bar admissions and hundreds of clients later and that moment still irks
me. Do we not have a difficult enough time

battling the negative perceptions created by
others? We actually have colleagues who resort to deprecation of our chosen career? For
some time now, I’ve combated similar conversations head on. “Have you considered another career path?” Or, “That’s some marketing program you’ve got there.” But I’m going
to take a wider swath at the issue now. To all
those attorneys who make bad attorney jokes
for the chance of a fleeting chuckle: cut it out!
The good news is that we — our MBA
community — can make a distinct difference
in consumer perception of lawyers. How?
Speak positively about your practice and the
practice of law always. Share your great results with friends, family and former clients.
Volunteer for worthy causes and make a difference when it doesn’t directly benefit your
bottom line. Cut out any negativity you preach
about the legal profession, including that of
difficult opposing counsels or a judge that
didn’t rule your way. Make it a daily goal to

spread the word about how lawyers are doing
great work.
A positive public perception of lawyers
means more people will look to us for solutions more often. It means they’ll think of us
as positive contributors to society rather than
as an elitist, isolated group. Spread the word,
members, and you’ll see a positive characterization can overtake negative sentiment when
we have credibility. Yes, there will always be
individuals who seek to put us in a negative
light. Our goal should be for that characterization to be overwhelmingly isolated and unpopular. Let’s get to work, and let’s raise the
bar. ■
Damian J. Turco is an attorney licensed in Massachusetts
and Florida and the owner of Mass Injury Firm. He
serves as the vice chair of the MBA’s Law Practice
Management Section Council, is a member of the Boston
Inns of Court and practices primarily in Boston.
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE

2013–14 SECTION COUNCIL
AND DIVISION CHAIRS

ISABEL S. RASKIN
CHAIR
Juvenile Justice Center
Boston

CIVIL LITIGATION

JOHN E. DeWICK
CHAIR
Arrowood Peters LLP
Boston

HOLLY M. POLGLASE
VICE CHAIR
Hermes, Netburn, O’Connor &
Spearing PC, Boston

RADHA NATARAJAN
CHAIR
Committee for Public Counsel
Services, Somerville

LORIANNE M. SAINSBURY-WONG
VICE CHAIR
Health Law Advocates Inc.
Boston

MICHAEL T. MARONEY
VICE CHAIR
Holland & Knight LLP
Boston

MARLIES SPANJAARD
CHAIR
The EdLaw Project
Boston

DAMIAN J. TURCO
VICE CHAIR
Mass. Injury Firm
Boston

REAL ESTATE LAW

MICHAEL E. KATIN
CHAIR
Scheier, Katin &
Epstein PC, Acton

ANDREA A. HICKEY
VICE CHAIR
Law Office of Andrea A.
Hickey, Cambridge

MICHAEL I. FLORES
CHAIR
Michael I. Flores LLC
Orleans

ALAN M. PAMPANIN
VICE CHAIR
Pampanin Law Offices
Cambridge

MICHELLE A. KEITH
CHAIR
Michelle Keith, Attorney at
Law, North Dartmouth

JESSICA BERRY
VICE CHAIR
Children’s Law Center of
Massachusetts, Lynn

SHERYL D. EISENBERG
CHAIR
Littler Mendelson PC
Boston

SCOTT D. GOLDBERG
CHAIR
The Law Firm of Scott
D. Goldberg PC, Boston

BETH M. PADELLARO
VICE CHAIR
Law Office of Frederick L.
Nagle Jr., Haverhill

JOHN F. TOCCI
VICE CHAIR
Tocci, Goss & Lee PC
Boston

PUBLIC LAW

TIMOTHY D. SULLIVAN
VICE CHAIR
AndoverLaw PC
Andover

SOLE PRACTIONER & SMALL FIRM

RICHARD W. COLE
VICE CHAIR
Cole Civil Rights and Safe
Schools Consulting, Boston

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT LAW

PROBATE LAW

JENNIFER L. LAUCIRICA
CHAIR
Orsi, Arone, Rothenberg,
Iannuzzi & Turner LLP, Needham

JENNIFER R. CLAPP
VICE CHAIR
Grindle, Robinson, Goodhue
& Frolin, Wellesley

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES

JUVENILE & CHILD WELFARE

LAW PR ACTICE MANAGEMENT

CYNTHIA E. MacCAUSLAND
CHAIR
Law Offices of Cynthia E.
MacCausland, Norwood

ADAM J. FOSS
VICE CHAIR
Suffolk County District
Attorney’s Office, Boston

MICHAEL D. GREENBERG
CHAIR
Law Office of Michael D.
Greenberg, Boston

KELLY KNEESHAW-PRICE
VICE CHAIR
Finneran & Nicholson PC
Newburyport

FAMILY LAW

IMMIGR ATION LAW

JUDICIAL ADMINISTR ATION

JOHN J. MORRISSEY
CHAIR
Morrissey, Wilson &
Zafiropoulos LLP, Braintree

EURIPIDES D. DALMANIERAS
CHAIR
Foley Hoag LLP
Boston

SUSAN G. ANDERSON
VICE CHAIR
The Office of the State
Treasurer, Boston

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

HEALTH LAW

J. MICHAEL SCULLY
CHAIR
Bulkley, Richardson and
Gelinas LLP, Springfield

BUSINESS LAW

BRIAN C. O’DONNELL
CHAIR
Office of the Inspector
General, Boston

TAXATION LAW

RICHARD M. STONE
CHAIR
Law Office of
Richard M. Stone, Boston

DAVID G. SALIBA
VICE CHAIR
Saliba & Saliba
Boston

At the September 2013 House of Delegates meeting, the MBA voted to create a new Workers’ Compensation Section Council. The new section’s leadership will be announced soon.

DAVID HADAS
VICE CHAIR
Hadas Law Group LLC
Boston

YOUNG LAW YERS
DIVISION

BRIAN P. BIALAS
CHAIR
Foley Hoag LLP, Boston
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