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Mass. Bar Association Calls for Independent Oversight 
of Drug Labs Following Inspector General’s Report 

State should remove forensic labs from law enforcement control 

BOSTON, Mass. — Regarding Inspector General Glenn A. Cunha’s thorough and important 
investigation into past failures at the William A. Hinton state drug lab, the Massachusetts Bar 
Association (MBA) strongly believes further reforms consistent with the recommendations of the 
National Academy of Sciences (NAS) are necessary to protect the rights of those accused of drug 
crimes in the commonwealth and prevent future crises. 

We agree in principle with the need for improved accredited oversight of the state’s drug labs. 
However, the Inspector General’s recommendation to keep the drug labs under the auspices of the 
State Police runs counter to recommendations in the 2009 NAS report, Strengthening Forensic Science 
in the United States: A Path Forward, which have been proven to ensure impartiality and neutrality. 

“There remains a dark cloud over the objectivity of any work conducted during the last decade by the 
Hinton drug lab,” said Martin W. Healy, the MBA’s Chief Legal Counsel and Chief Operating Officer. 
“While the Massachusetts State Police has done a commendable job since taking over a larger share of 
the state’s forensic testing, any solution short of a neutral overseer, fully independent of law 
enforcement, is a recipe for a future catastrophe.” 

The MBA urges Massachusetts lawmakers to strengthen oversight of forensic laboratories in the 
commonwealth by appointing an independent legislative, judicial or other non-prosecutorial 
commission, fully equipped with the proper resources and authority to investigate allegations of 
negligence or misconduct. 
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