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Mass. Bar Association Leaders Salute Chief Justice Ireland Upon 
Retirement Announcement 

BOSTON, Mass. — Supreme Judicial Court Chief Justice Roderick L. Ireland today submitted a letter 
to Gov. Deval Patrick announcing his retirement, effective July 25, 2014. The Massachusetts Bar 
Association (MBA) salutes Chief Justice Ireland for his accomplishments as leader of the judiciary, as 
well as for his longtime support of the MBA and its programs. 

MBA President Douglas K. Sheff said: “Chief Justice Roderick L. Ireland’s voice as the head of our 
judiciary will be difficult to replace. Ireland deftly guided the courts through some of the most 
challenging times in recent history. Yet through it all, Ireland never wavered in his support for the bar 
and commitment to public service. Lawyers and students alike have benefitted from Ireland’s 
dedication to the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Tiered Community Mentoring and Mock Trial 
programs. He is a true friend of the bar, and we are forever grateful.” 

Martin W. Healy, the MBA’s Chief Legal Counsel and Chief Operating Officer, added: “In addition to 
his active voice on the bench, Chief Justice Ireland created strong relationships at the State House, 
which have forever changed the dynamic between the courts and legislative leaders. By shepherding 
through the appointment of a Court Administrator and other needed court reforms, Ireland’s efforts in 
just a short period of time will stand the courts in good stead for many years to come.” 

 

 

 


