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  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 11, 2014 

 CONTACT: Jason Scally (617) 338-0682 / Mike Vigneux (617) 338-0675 

Governor Patrick Names Massachusetts Bar Association to 
Commission on State Prosecutor/Defender Salaries  

BOSTON, Mass. — Governor Deval L. Patrick, in an amendment to the FY 2015 state budget, today 
named the Massachusetts Bar Association (MBA) to a commission to study the salaries of assistant 
district attorneys and staff attorneys of the Committee for Public Counsel Services (public defenders).  

The following is a statement from MBA Chief Legal Counsel and Chief Operating Officer Martin W. 
Healy: 

“We commend Governor Patrick for recognizing the importance of proper funding for assistant district 
attorneys and public defenders. For more than 20 years the Massachusetts Bar Association has been at 
the forefront strongly advocating for increased compensation for the men and women on the front lines 
of our criminal justice system, most recently with the May 2014 report from our Blue Ribbon 
Commission on Criminal Justice Attorney Compensation. We are grateful for the opportunity to 
continue our leadership in this area and look forward to working with the governor and his commission 
to find a solution that properly addresses this critical public safety issue.” 

The MBA’s May 2014 report, “Doing Right by Those Who Labor for Justice: Fair and Equitable 
Compensation for Attorneys Serving the Commonwealth in its Criminal Courts,” analyzed the 
“declining economic status” of prosecutors, public defenders and bar advocates due to low salaries. 
(The full report can be accessed online at: www.massbar.org/blueribbonreport.) The report found that 
the lowest paid person in a Massachusetts courtroom is a new assistant district attorney ($37,500), 
whose salary ranks less than the courtroom custodian ($38,796). It also noted that Massachusetts ranks 
last in the nation in public defenders salaries ($32,786.89) when cost of living is factored in.  

Attachment: Amendment letter, “Attachment C,” Office of the Governor, July 11, 2014. 
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