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Mass. Bar Association announces new leadership for 2014-15 
President Marsha V. Kazarosian to promote education, rule of law 

 
BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association is pleased to announce its leadership slate for the 2014-
15 association year. Massachusetts Bar Association President Marsha V. Kazarosian and her fellow officers 
begin their terms on Sept. 1. 

During her presidency, Kazarosian plans to focus on educating attorneys and the public about the importance of the 
rule of law, the need to maintain an independent judiciary, the invaluable role of lawyers in protecting and ensuring 
a democratic society, and the MBA’s ongoing commitment to the promotion of excellence in the practice of law 
through continuing legal education (CLE), which, effective Sept. 1, 2014, the MBA offers free of charge to 
members. She also plans to facilitate the evolution of attorney-conducted voir dire, which permits attorneys to 
question prospective jurors in the Trial Court.  

Alongside Kazarosian, the other 2014-15 MBA officers include President-elect Robert W. Harnais, Braintree; 
Vice President Christopher A. Kenney, Sudbury; Vice President John J. Morrissey, Hingham; Treasurer Jeffrey 
N. Catalano, West Roxbury; and Secretary Christopher P. Sullivan, Hingham. 

Here is the list of the officers and some of their achievements. (Headshots are available upon request.) 

Marsha V. Kazarosian 
President 

Kazarosian is a principal attorney at Kazarosian Costello & O’Donnell LLP in Haverhill, where she concentrates 
in civil rights litigation, family law and discrimination law. Actively involved in the legal community, 
Kazarosian has served on numerous committees and councils, including the Joint Bar Committee on Judicial 
Nominations and the Supreme Judicial Court’s Access to Justice Commission’s Committee on the Bar 
Examination. Kazarosian is also a life fellow and trustee of the Massachusetts Bar Foundation, the philanthropic 
partner of the MBA. For the 2014-2015 year, Kazarosian was appointed to the American Bar Association’s Tort 
Trial and Insurance Policy Section Plaintiffs’ Policy Task Force and the ABA’s Gender Equity Task Force. A 
past president of the Essex County Bar Association and the Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys, 
Kazarosian was among the “Top Women in the Law” celebrated by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly in 2011, and 
also identified as a “Super Lawyer” by Thomson Reuters. A Haverhill resident, Kazarosian is a corporator of the 
Pentucket Five Cents Savings Bank and has also served as a board member of the Northern Essex Community 
College Foundation. 

Robert W. Harnais  
President-elect 

Harnais is with Mahoney & Harnais in Quincy, where he concentrates in criminal law, family law, real estate, 
labor and consumer law. A past MBA secretary, treasurer and vice president, Harnais has volunteered his 



service to the association for many years. A co-chair of the MBA’s Crime Lab Task Force, Harnais has also 
served as the chair of the MBA’s Diversity Task Force. Harnais has been a member of the House of Delegates, 
the MBA’s governing body, since 2006 and is a member of the MBA’s Executive Management Board. He is a 
past president of both the Massachusetts Association of Hispanic Attorneys and the Hispanic National Bar 
Association, and remains highly involved with both organizations. As a member of the Norfolk County Bar 
Association, Harnais has served on the Race and Ethnic Advisory Board for the Massachusetts courts since 
2007. In June 2014, Harnais was awarded the Alfred P. Malaney Award from the Quincy Bar Association. 
Commonly referred to as the “Man of the Year Award,” the award is presented to an attorney for distinguished 
legal services. Harnais lives in Braintree, is chairman of the Braintree Planning Board and enjoys being a 
football official in his spare time. 

Christopher A. Kenney 
Vice President 

Kenney is a founding member and managing shareholder of Kenney & Sams PC in Boston. He has tried cases 
before every level of the state and federal trial court system in Massachusetts and has served as an appellate 
advocate before the Massachusetts Appellate Division, Massachusetts Appeals Court, Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court and the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. A past MBA secretary, Kenney 
chairs the MBA’s Consumer Advocacy Committee and is a member of the MBA’s Executive Management 
Board and Membership Committee. He has also served in the association’s House of Delegates and is a former 
chair of the MBA’s Civil Litigation Section. In addition to his work with the MBA, Kenney is a former 
president of the Massachusetts Defense Lawyers Association (MDLA), former co-president of the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and former president of the Boston Inn of Court. The 
MDLA named Kenney the 2012 “Massachusetts Defense Lawyer of the Year.” Kenney has served as adjunct 
faculty at Boston University School of Law and frequently writes and lectures for business groups, trade 
associations and bar associations. Boston University School of Law honored Kenney in 2012 with the Silver 
Shingle Award for outstanding service to the school. Kenney earned his B.A. from the College of the Holy 
Cross and his law degree from Boston University School of Law. Kenney lives in Sudbury. 

John J. Morrissey 
Vice President 

Morrissey is a founding partner of Morrissey, Wilson & Zafiropoulos LLP in Braintree, where he has a trial 
practice handling personal injury claims, including wrongful death, catastrophic injury and workers’ 
compensation claims. He also represents individuals and businesses in commercial and real estate disputes. He 
serves as a member of the MBA Executive Management Board, an arbitrator with the MBA Fee Arbitration 
Board and a member of the Workplace Safety Task Force. In the past, he has served on the House of Delegates 
and as chair of the MBA Judicial Administration Section Council. In 2013, Morrissey volunteered for the MBA 
Marathon Bombing Victims’ Legal Assistance Program, where he provided free legal services to victims of the 
marathon bombings. A hearing officer for the Board of Bar Overseers for Plymouth and Norfolk counties, 
Morrissey is also a member of the Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys’ Board of Governors. He is a life 
fellow and a member of the Grant Advisory Committee of the MBF and serves as a director of Independent 
Bank Corp. He was appointed a commissioner of the Hingham Conservation Commission by the Board of 
Selectmen in 2014. An accomplished lawyer, Morrissey has been named a New England “Super Lawyer” by 
Super Lawyers every year since 2005.  

Jeffrey N. Catalano 
Treasurer 

Catalano is a partner at Todd & Weld LLP in Boston, where he represents victims of catastrophic injuries in the 
areas of medical negligence, product liability, auto accident, class action and other personal injury cases. A past 
MBA vice president and secretary, Catalano has also chaired the association’s Volunteer, Recognition, 
Recruitment & Retention Task Force and served as chair of the MBA’s Civil Litigation Section Council, as a 
member of the Executive Management Board and on the MBA’s governing board, the House of Delegates. In 
2011, Catalano launched the MBA Pro Bono Prescription program, a pioneering initiative that brings together 
volunteer attorneys and medical professionals to promote the health and well-being of low-income patients 
through legal advocacy. Catalano is also a member of the executive committee for the Massachusetts Academy 



of Trial Attorneys, where he received the President’s Award for his dedication to justice and consumer rights. In 
addition, Catalano is on the board of directors for the non-profit law firm Health Law Advocates Inc., where his 
pro bono work includes patient advocacy and representing chronically ill and impoverished people who are 
denied access to health care services. From 2009 to 2014, Boston magazine selected Catalano as a “New 
England Super Lawyer.” In 2014, he was named one of “Boston's Top Rated Lawyers” in Medical Malpractice 
by Legal Leaders™, signifying the “highest level of professional excellence.” Catalano lives in West Roxbury. 

Christopher P. Sullivan 
Secretary 

Sullivan is a partner at Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi LLP in Boston, where he concentrates in civil jury trials 
in complex litigation matters, including financial and securities cases and intellectual property matters. Sullivan 
is a chair of the MBA’s Membership Committee and has served on the MBA’s governing body, the House of 
Delegates, and as part of the MBA’s Executive Management Board. In the past, Sullivan sat on the MBA’s Civil 
Litigation Section Council and served as tri-chair of the Federal Practices and Procedures Committee. In 2014, 
Sullivan helped launch the Massachusetts SOLACE Chapter with the Federal Bar Association (FBA), which 
connects members of the legal community to provide critical aid in times of need. In addition to his MBA 
involvement, Sullivan has served as an instructor at National Institute of Trial Advocacy programs and as 
Massachusetts Chapter president of the FBA, and is currently the FBA’s vice president for the First Circuit. As 
an accomplished trial lawyer, Sullivan has been named a New England “Super Lawyer” by Super Lawyers every 
year since 2004. Sullivan graduated from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester and is currently an 
executive board member of the Holy Cross Lawyers Association. He went on to receive his J.D. from Fordham 
University Law School and is New England Chapter vice president of the Fordham University Law School 
Alumni Association. Sullivan is a Hingham resident. 

 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the public by 
promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse 

group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 

 


