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SJC Chief Justice Roderick Ireland to present  

Annual Address to the Legal Community on Oct. 16 
MBA Bench-Bar Symposium to be held at John Adams Courthouse  

 

BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association Bench-Bar Symposium will feature 

Supreme Judicial Court Chief Justice Roderick L. Ireland’s Annual Address to the Legal 

Community. The symposium will begin at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 16, at the John Adams 

Courthouse in Boston. 

This year, Trial Court Chief Justice Paula M. Carey will also offer her remarks, her first to the 

bar since assuming her current position in July. Carey previously served as the chief justice of 

the Probate & Family Court. 

“The Bench-Bar Symposium is one of the highlights of our year. We look forward to hearing 

Chief Justice Ireland’s much-anticipated Annual Address and Chief Justice Carey’s plans about 

the Trial Court,” said MBA President Douglas K. Sheff, who will also speak at the annual event. 

“Strengthening the ties between members of the bar and the judiciary is crucial as we work 

together to advance the interests of justice.”  

Ireland is the 36
th

 chief justice to lead the SJC, the oldest court in continuous service in the 

western hemisphere, operating under the oldest, still-functioning written constitution in the 

world. Ireland's ascension to SJC chief justice followed his 33 years of service on the bench. 

Gov. Michael Dukakis first appointed Ireland to the Boston Juvenile Court in 1977 and then 

Ireland was appointed to the Appeals Court in 1990. It was Gov. William Weld who appointed 

Ireland, as the first African-American justice, to the SJC in 1997. Ireland was sworn-in as chief 

justice in December 2010. 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a nonprofit organization that serves the legal profession and the 

public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA 

represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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