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MBA to honor leaders in public service, legal aid with Access to 

Justice Awards at May 9 Annual Dinner  
 
BOSTON, Mass.—The Massachusetts Bar Association will honor five attorneys and one law firm with Access 
to Justice Awards at the MBA Annual Dinner May 9. The awards recognize the efforts of attorneys and law 
firms who have made significant strides in enhancing access to justice. The event will be held at the Westin 
Boston Waterfront.  
 
“These honorees are true legal heroes. They have dedicated themselves to making sure all Massachusetts 
residents get the legal help they need,” MBA President Robert L. Holloway Jr. said. “All attorneys should 
emulate their commitment.” 
 
MBA Access to Justice Section Chair Isabel Raskin and Vice Chair Susan Anderson presented the report of the 
Access to Justice Award nominees at the March meeting of the MBA’s House of Delegates, which unanimously 
approved the honorees.  
 
“Our system of justice is the heart of our democracy. The work these attorneys do protects the fundamental 
rights of their clients and our communities; more importantly, it ensures the legal system continues to serve us 
all,” Anderson said.  
 
“Honoring their contributions acknowledges the important and great work that they and so many lawyers have 
accomplished, and serves as an inspiration to members of the Bar to ask a little more of themselves in securing 
the ability of all to access justice,” Raskin said.  
 

James Breslauer, Neighborhood Legal Services, Lynn & Lawrence 
Legal Services Award 

Breslauer, a Harvard resident, has dedicated his entire career to helping the underrepresented as a legal aid 
attorney. The desire to change the inequities he saw in the treatment of people with low-income and people of 
color motivated him to attend law school in the 1960s. He began working at Neighborhood Legal Services in 
1996 and is currently their advocacy coordinator. Breslauer also serves as a hearing officer for the Board of Bar 
Overseers, and as a judge for the MBA Mock Trial Program.  
 

Brown Rudnick LLP, Boston  
Pro Bono Award for Law Firms 

Brown Rudnick LLP created the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest in 2001 which combined the 
firm’s pro bono, charitable grants and volunteer efforts. Since the center’s creation the firm has provided over 
89,500 hours of pro bono legal representation, valued at over $36 million. The firm has partnered with the 
Volunteer Lawyers Project to provide pro bono legal representation to low-income clients. The Center for Public  
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Interest provides $25,000 a year to the MBA Statewide Mock Trial program. In addition, Brown Rudnick has 
recently worked with the Lawyers Clearinghouse on Affordable Housing and Homelessness to create and 
implement a Legal Assessment Program for non-profit organizations. The firm also participates bi-annually in 
the Clearinghouse's Legal Clinic for the Homeless and has donated 855 hours over the last two years. 
 

Timothy G. Lynch, Swartz & Lynch LLP, Boston 
Pro Bono Publico Award 

Lynch, a Quincy resident, has volunteered with Boston CASA Inc. since 1991. He began his volunteer work 
with CASA as a court-appointed legal advocate and now serves as the organization’s president. CASA provides 
advocates to represent the best interests of children to ensure that their medical needs, educational needs, and 
best living conditions are met. Without the financial planning of Lynch, CASA would not have been able to 
become a free-standing non-profit organization when budgetary cutbacks at the Probation Department forced 
CASA to find a new headquarters.  
 

Ruth A. Bourquin, Massachusetts Law Reform Institute, Boston 
Legal Services Attorney 

Cambridge resident Bourquin is a staff attorney at the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute in Boston, where she 
specializes in public benefits, including family shelter. She has engaged in legislative and administrative 
advocacy, as well as class action litigation. Her efforts have expanded access to income supports for needy 
families as well as emergency assistance for homeless families. Bourquin recently worked to oppose the 
reorganization of the state’s emergency shelter system because it significantly reduced access to shelter for 
homeless families with children.  
 

Gloria Tan,
Defender Award 

Tan, a Newton resident, began her career as a public defender at the Trial Unit of CPCS. She currently works as 
a clinical instructor and supervisor for law students representing indigent defendants in criminal and 
delinquency proceedings. Tan serves on the Board of Directors of the Asian American Lawyers Association of 
Massachusetts. She is also a member of the MBA Criminal Justice Section and formerly served as its chair. In 
addition, Tan is a member of both the MBA’s House of Delegates and its Executive Management Board, as well 
as the Governor’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Board Re-entry subcommittee.  

 confirmed as an associate justice of the Juvenile Court, to be sworn in May 3 

 

Adam Foss, Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office  
Prosecutor Award 

Foss, who lives in Dorchester, initially thought he wanted to be a defense attorney. However, he began his legal 
career following law school as an assistant district attorney at the Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office, 
where he currently works in the Juvenile Division. Foss co-founded the Roxbury CHOICE Program, an 
initiative to turn probation from a punitive sentence into a beneficial relationship with the court. On a case-by-
case basis, offenders are given the alternative to apply to, and complete, educational programs. In addition, Foss 
founded a Reading Program in which volunteers read in early elementary classrooms in Roxbury. He is also 
working to create a diversion program for the Suffolk County Juvenile Court.  
 
The Access to Justice Awards are part of the MBA’s Annual Dinner, which will include a keynote address by 
Gov. Deval L. Patrick and the presentation of the Legislator of the Year Award to State Rep. Brian S. Dempsey. 
 
 
The Massachusetts Bar Association, incorporated in 1911, is celebrating a century of service to the public, the profession and the rule of 

law throughout its 2010-11 association year. The MBA is the preeminent voice of the legal profession that serves the legal community 
and the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. 
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