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MBA Annual Dinner to feature keynote by Gov. Deval L. Patrick; 
Legislator of the Year presentation and Access to Justice Awards  

BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association will hold its 2013 Annual Dinner May 9 at the 
Westin Boston Waterfront. The dinner will feature a keynote address from Gov. Deval L. Patrick, the 
presentation of the Legislator of the Year Award to State Rep. Brian S. Dempsey (D-Haverhill), House 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, and the distribution of the Annual Access to Justice 
Awards. 

“We are honored to have Gov. Patrick address the Massachusetts legal community at our hallmark 
event of the association year," MBA Chief Legal Counsel and Chief Operating Officer Martin W. 
Healy said. "His perspective and accomplishments gained through his years as corporate counsel and 
leadership positions in both state and federal government are admirable and will make for a highly 
relevant keynote address." 

Patrick was first elected as the Commonwealth of Massachusetts' governor in 2006 and was re-elected 
to a second term in November 2010. Committed to expanding opportunity and prosperity in 
Massachusetts, the Patrick administration has maintained or expanded the state's investment in critical 
growth sectors, despite challenging economic times. Under Patrick's leadership, the commonwealth has 
become as a global leader in biotech, bio pharmaceuticals and IT, and a national leader in clean energy 
-- the home to the country's first offshore wind farm. 

The MBA Legislator of the Year Award is presented annually to a state or federal legislator who has 
distinguished him or herself in public service through outstanding contributions to the legal profession, 
courts and the administration of justice. 

 “Chairman Dempsey brings more than two decades of hands-on legislative experience, many of these 
years as a strong advocate for the courts and access to justice for the commonwealth's citizens,” MBA 
Chief Legal Counsel and Chief Operating Officer Martin W. Healy said. “He has distinguished himself 
as chairman of Ways and Means through his vigorous support of the bench and bar and has been 
instrumental in passage of many legislative reforms benefiting the public and the bar including the 
Uniform Probate Code.”  

Dempsey represents the Third Essex District. Prior to being elected state representative he was a 
member of the Haverhill City Council from 1988 to 1991, serving as council president from 1990-91.  
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In 1991 he was elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives, where he is serving his 12th 
term. During his time in the Legislature he has served as chairman of the Committee on Public Service, 
chairman of the Committee on Science and Technology, and House chairman of the Committee on 
Economic Development and Emerging Technologies. He also served as chairman of the Committee on 
Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy where he coauthored the Green Communities Act.  
 
The 2013 Access to Justice Awards will honor attorneys for their efforts in providing exemplary legal 
services to the public: 
 

• Pro Bono Award for Law Firms 
Brown Rudnick LLP, Boston

• Legal Services Award 

 
 

Ruth A. Bourquin, Massachusetts Law Reform Institute, Boston 

 
James Breslauer, Neighborhood Legal Services, Lawrence 

• Pro Bono Publico Award 
Timothy G. Lynch, Swartz & Lynch LLP, Boston

• Defender Award 

 
 

 
Gloria Tan, confirmed as an associate justice of the Juvenile Court, to be sworn in May 3 

• Prosecutor Award 
Adam J. Foss, Suffolk County District Attorney's Office

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and 
the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The 

MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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