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MBA honors four attorneys with Volunteer Recognition 
Awards; recognizes 50-year members 

 
BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association presented four attorneys with Volunteer 
Recognition Awards and honored its 50-year members at its recognition dinner on July 19 at 
Lombardo’s in Randolph. 
 
The awards recognize members who volunteer substantial time and effort to the mission, program 
and/or publications of the MBA or otherwise enhance the MBA in a significant way. The awards were 
presented by Volunteer Recognition Committee Grace Garcia and MBA Vice President Jeffrey N. 
Catalano. 
 
The honorees were:  

• Edward Pikula, city solicitor for the City of Springfield and a Springfield resident. Vice 
chair of MBA’s Public Law Section, Pikula was celebrated for his work in aiding the public 
and attorneys in the wake of last June’s devastating tornadoes. 
 

• James E. Harvey Jr., managing partner at O'Malley and Harvey LLP in Boston and a 
Belmont resident. Harvey was honored for his service as editor-in-chief of the sixth edition of 
Traps for the Unwary, an award-winning publication on legal malpractice prevention and ethics 
distributed to all MBA members. More than 100 lawyers contributed the project.  
 

• Mark Leahy, a partner with Whittum & Leahy in Hingham and a Hanover resident   
Janice Nigro, a partner at Nigro, Pettepit & Lucas LLP in Wakefield and a Hamilton 
resident. Leahy and Nigro, the MBA Probate Law vice chair from 2010 to 2011, were lauded 
for their comprehensive efforts to educate fellow attorneys and the greater legal community on 
how the practice of probate law has changed with the passage of legislation called the 
Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code. 
 

In addition to the Volunteer Recognition Awardees, the following 50-year members received 
recognition for their decades of professional achievement. Jerry Cohen; Gilbert W. Cox; Herbert 
Epstein; John P. Higgins; Denis G. Regan; Allan G. Rodgers; Edward A. Roster; Hrant H. Russian; 
and Max Volterra. 

 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the public by 
promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse 

group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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