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South End resident and attorney to receive Pro Bono Publico Award 

at MBA Access to Justice Awards Annual Dinner May 31  
 
BOSTON, Mass.— South End resident and attorney Linda Hickman will receive the Pro Bono Publico 
Award from the Massachusetts Bar Association at the Access to Justice Awards May 31. The event 
will be held during the 2012 Annual Dinner at the Westin Boston Waterfront. 
 
“We applaud these honorees for their ongoing commitment to ensure all Massachusetts residents 
receive the legal help they need and deserve,” MBA President Richard P. Campbell said. “They are an 
inspiration for all of us in the legal profession.” 
 
Hickman began volunteering at Neighborhood Legal Services in 2005 after she and her family moved 
back to Boston. The Northeastern University Law School graduate volunteered with the Elder Law 
Unit three days a week, helping with many complex cases. Hickman has been instrumental in 
providing legal services to those who may not have otherwise had access and has increased the number 
of clients that Neighborhood Legal Services has been able to help.  
 
Initially signed on as a six-month commitment, Hickman continued to volunteer for seven years 
advocating for the elderly. “I was reluctant to bail out when the need was so great,” she said. “The 
work just has a way of grabbing you. I remember when I first started… I was so affected by people’s 
interviews, their stories, their lives.” 
 
“The process of selecting the Access to Justice Award recipients this year was both humbling and 
inspiring.  Humbling because it is a reminder of how committed these lawyers have been to advancing 
the cause of justice on behalf of the disadvantaged. Inspiring because these lawyers have achieved 
results for their clients that permanently change those clients' lives and protect their rights,” MBA 
Access to Justice Section Chair Charles E. Vander Linden said.  
 
Hickman is one of four attorneys and one law firm being honored at the Access to Justice Awards for 
their efforts in providing exemplary legal services to the public. The cere4mony is part of the MBA’s 
Annual Dinner, which will also include a keynote address from Victoria Reggie Kennedy and the 
presentation of the Legislator of the Year Award to Speaker Robert A. DeLeo. 

 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and 
the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The 

MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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