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Winthrop resident and House Speaker Robert A. DeLeo to be 

honored with MBA Legislator of the Year Award at Annual Dinner 

BOSTON, Mass. —Winthrop resident and House Speaker Robert A. DeLeo will be presented with the 2012 

Legislator of the Year Award at the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Annual Dinner on May 31 at the Westin 

Boston Waterfront. The dinner will also include a keynote address from Victoria Reggie Kennedy and the 

distribution of the Annual Access to Justice Awards.  

 “Speaker DeLeo is to be lauded for his commitment to court management reform, of which he has been a true 

leader. Massachusetts could never have achieved these historic reforms without his vision,” MBA President 

Richard P. Campbell said. “The MBA is grateful for all the hard work he put into this issue of critical 

importance to the citizens of the commonwealth.”  

“I am honored that the Massachusetts Bar Association has chosen to recognize me as the Legislator of the 

Year,” DeLeo said. “I’d be remiss to not share this honor with my colleagues in the House of Representatives, 

however. This award is so special for all of the members, as we in the House have worked so hard over the past 

year to create and pass legislation that makes the Massachusetts court system more efficient.” 

In April 2011, DeLeo filed landmark legislation, in collaboration with the Supreme Judicial Court, which 

overhauled court management. The bill, signed into law last August, included the creation of a civilian court 

administrator. The reforms were in line with recommendations in MBA reports from 1976, 1991 and 2003.  

DeLeo will be honored for this achievement, his ability to join groups often on opposing sides and a long history 

of working to advance MBA-supported legislation. This is DeLeo’s second time receiving the honor; the first 

came in 1998 for his support of guardianship legislation. 

The MBA Legislator of the Year Award is presented annually to a state or federal legislator who has 

distinguished him or herself in public service through outstanding contributions to the legal profession, courts 

and the administration of justice. 

DeLeo was elected to the House of Representatives in November 1990 and has served as chair of House Ways 

and Means. A graduate of Suffolk University Law School, he is a past member of the Winthrop Democratic 

Town Committee and Winthrop Board of Selectmen  

For more information on the 2012 Annual Dinner, visit www.MassBar.org/AD12. 

 

 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the public by 

promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse 

group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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