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MBA to honor leaders in public service, legal aid with Access to 

Justice Awards at May 31 Annual Dinner  
 
BOSTON, Mass.—The Massachusetts Bar Association will honor four attorneys and one law firm 
with Access to Justice Awards at the MBA Annual Dinner May 31 for their exemplary efforts in 
providing legal services to the public. The event will be held at the Westin Boston Waterfront.  
 
“We applaud these honorees for their ongoing commitment to ensure all Massachusetts residents 
receive the legal help they need and deserve,” MBA President Richard P. Campbell said. “They are an 
inspiration for all of us in the legal profession.” 
 
MBA Access to Justice Section Chair Charles E. Vander Linden and Vice Chair Isabel Raskin 
presented the report of the Access to Justice Award nominees at the March meeting of the MBA’s 
House of Delegates, which unanimously approved the honorees.  
 
“The process of selecting the Access to Justice Award recipients this year was both humbling and 
inspiring. Humbling because it is a reminder of how committed these lawyers have been to advancing 
the cause of justice on behalf of the disadvantaged. Inspiring because these lawyers have achieved 
results for their clients that permanently change those clients' lives and protect their rights,” Vander 
Linden said.  
 

Thomas Mela, Massachusetts Advocates for Children, Boston 
Legal Services Award 

Mela has dedicated his career to helping children on both a systematic and personal level. He currently 
works as managing attorney and senior project director, handling school discipline cases, supervising 
MAC’s case advocacy team of attorneys, managing the pro bono partnership with DLA Piper, and 
providing support to attorneys on special education and school discipline matters. Mela also leads the 
Children’s Law Support Program Advisory Committee, the Education Law Task Force and the School 
Discipline Work Group.  
 

Brody, Hardoon, Perkins & Kesten LLP, Boston  
Pro Bono Award for Law Firms 

BHPK participated as one of six law firms in the Middlesex Domestic Violence Pro Bono Attorney 
Program created in 2008. The program is a public/private partnership that aids high risk domestic 
violence victims through providing them with free representation for restraining order hearings. The 
firm took on 17 cases in the past year, all ending in their clients favor. The firm’s named partners and 
all eight of its associates volunteered to participate in the program.  
 

– MORE – 



Page 2 ― 2012 MBA Access to Justice Awards 
 
 

Linda C. Hickman, Neighborhood Legal Services, Lynn 
Pro Bono Publico Award 

Hickman, a resident of Boston’s South End, began volunteering at Neighborhood Legal Services in 
2005 after she and her family moved back to Boston. The Northeastern University Law School 
graduate volunteered with the Elder Law Unit three days a week, helping with many complex cases. 
Hickman has been instrumental in providing legal services to those who may not have otherwise had 
access and has increased the number of clients that Neighborhood Legal Services has been able to 
help.  
 

Dulcinea Goncalves, Youth Advocacy Department, Committee for Public Counsel Services  
Defender Award 

Goncalves, a Dorchester resident and Roxbury native, has represented indigent juveniles in the 
criminal justice system since 2005. She is the attorney in charge of the Quincy Youth Advocacy 
Department of CPCS supervising three attorneys and support staff that carry 15 to 20 cases at a time. 
Goncalves also works as a staff attorney at Suffolk University Law School’s Juvenile Justice Center, 
and is regarded as a zealous advocate with outstanding dedication to her clients. 
 

Michael Fabbri, Middlesex District Attorney’s Office  
Prosecutor Award 

Fabbri, an Ashland resident, is chief trial counsel at the Middlesex District Attorney’s Office. His 24-
year career in the office has included stints as chief of homicide, chief of the Special Investigations 
Unit, deputy chief of the Appeals and Training Bureau and Framingham regional supervisor. Fabbri 
also worked in the Attorney General’s Office in the special investigations unit and as deputy chief of 
the Medicaid fraud Division. He has served as faculty of the National College of District Attorneys and 
on the MCLE Curriculum Advisory Committee. Chair of the MBA Criminal Justice Section Council, 
he has volunteered as a coach and judge of the MBA Mock Trial High School Program. 
 
The Access to Justice Awards is part of the MBA’s Annual Dinner, which will also include the 
presentation of the Legislator of the Year Award to Speaker Robert A. DeLeo. 
 
 
The Massachusetts Bar Association, incorporated in 1911, is celebrating a century of service to the public, the profession 
and the rule of law throughout its 2010-11 association year. The MBA is the preeminent voice of the legal profession that 

serves the legal community and the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional 
excellence and respect for the law. 

 
– MBA – 


