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MBA Annual Dinner to feature keynote by Victoria Reggie 
Kennedy, Legislator of the Year Award to Speaker Robert A. DeLeo 

Event to also feature 2012 Access to Justice Awards 

BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association will hold its 2012 Annual Dinner May 31 at 
the Westin Boston Waterfront. The dinner will feature a keynote address from Victoria Reggie 
Kennedy, the presentation of the 2012 Legislator of the Year Award to Speaker Robert A. DeLeo and 
the distribution of the Annual Access to Justice Awards. 

“We are honored to have Victoria Kennedy -- a compassionate leader and esteemed attorney with a 
demonstrated commitment to the administration of justice -- share her encouraging message at our 
premier event of the association year,” MBA President Richard P. Campbell said. 

The wife of the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, Mrs. Kennedy is co-founder and president of the Board 
of Trustees of the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate in Boston. The institute 
has been established to invigorate public discourse, encourage participatory democracy and inspire the 
next generation of citizens and leaders. Kennedy has served in a hands-on capacity throughout the 
institute's development and endowment campaign and continues to spearhead the design, planning, 
oversight and building of the 40,000 sq. ft. institute to be located on the campus of UMass Boston, 
adjacent to the John F. Kennedy Library. 

Kennedy received her law degree, summa cum laude

The MBA Legislator of the Year Award is presented annually to a state or federal legislator who has 
distinguished him or herself in public service through outstanding contributions to the legal profession, 
courts and the administration of justice. 

, from Tulane University School of Law, in New 
Orleans. She began her legal career as a law clerk for Judge Robert Sprecher in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit in Chicago. She then practiced law in the private sector for nearly two 
decades, with special emphasis on the federal and state regulation of domestic commercial banks and 
savings and loan institutions. 
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In April 2011, DeLeo filed landmark legislation, in collaboration with the Supreme Judicial Court, that 
overhauls court management. The bill, signed into law last August, included hiring a non-judicial court 
administrator. 

The legislation was in line with recommendations made by court management experts over the past 30 
years, including three MBA reports from 1976, 1991 and 2003.  

The 2012 Access to Justice Awards will honor four attorneys and one law firm for their efforts in providing 
exemplary legal services to the public. The honorees are: 

• Defender Award: Dulcinea Goncalves, Youth Advocacy Department, Committee for Public Counsel 
Services, Quincy 

• Legal Services Award: Thomas Mela, Massachusetts Advocates for Children, Boston 
• Pro Bono Award for Law Firms: Brody, Hardoon, Perkins & Kesten LLP,  Boston  
• Pro Bono Publico Award: Linda C. Hickman, Neighborhood Legal Services, Lynn 
• Prosecutor Award: Michael Fabbri, Middlesex District Attorney’s Office, Woburn  

 
For more information on the 2012 Annual Dinner, visit www.MassBar.org/AD12. 
 
 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and 
the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The 

MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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