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MBA statement on Boston Globe Spotlight Series   
 

 

BOSTON, Mass. —The Massachusetts Bar Association has long been committed to a fair, just, and 

impartial system of justice that protects victims, punishes wrongdoers, and safeguards constitutional 

rights.  The MBA has always insisted that our judicial system treat all citizens objectively and 

dispassionately so that true justice may be achieved.  Every individual (whether victim or accused) 

deserves to have their voice heard in an open court, where the finder of fact (whether jury or trial 

judge) is shielded from external pressures and free to render judgments that are true. The 

commonwealth's judicial officers are demonstrably among the finest in the nation and they and their 

courts continue to set the standard for courageous, ethical and professional conduct of their duties. 

 

The Boston Globe Spotlight Series raised important issues regarding the state of the law and current 

practices as applied to the commonwealth's drunk driving laws. These issues deserve to be studied 

objectively and deliberately. Drunk driving is a serious crime that all too often results in death, 

catastrophic injury and property damage.  Unless and until drunk driving is fully and finally ended, it 

will remain a societal issue of major consequence. For decades, the MBA has been a leader in 

addressing the problem drunk driving and other alcohol-related problems (like underage drinking).   In 

its position of leadership, the MBA has actively worked with the commonwealth’s district attorneys 

and defense attorneys seeking clarity, fairness and firm enforcement of our state's drunk driving laws.  

 

The MBA calls on the judicial, legislative and executive branches expeditiously to study the state of 

the law and current practices as applied to the commonwealth's drunk driving laws and to determine 

and implement any necessary changes. 

 

 
The Massachusetts Bar Association, incorporated in 1911, is celebrating a century of service to the public, the profession 

and the rule of law throughout its 2010-11 association year. The MBA is the preeminent voice of the legal profession that 

serves the legal community and the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional 

excellence and respect for the law. 
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