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Boston, Salem and Haverhill attorneys to be honored today with 

MBA Centennial Award 
 
BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association will today present three attorneys – one 
posthumously – with the MBA Centennial Award, an honor created to celebrate local attorneys’ 
service to the profession and their community. The awards, presented at the Hilton Dedham as part of 
the MBA’s House of Delegates meeting, are three in a series bestowed throughout the MBA’s 100th 
anniversary commemoration.  
 
“These honorees have given of themselves to both their profession and their communities,” MBA 
President Denise Squillante said. “They exemplify the spirit of public service on which the 
Massachusetts Bar Association was founded a century ago.”    
 
Salem attorney Walter A. Costello Jr., Boston attorney Denise I. Murphy and Haverhill attorney Paul 
Kazarosian, who passed away in February 2010, will be presented with the awards by MBA leadership 
at a ceremony following the March 10 MBA House of Delegates meeting at the Hilton Dedham. 
 
Costello, a civil litigator, has been in practice since 1973. He is known for his honesty and integrity 
and has a reputation for being a staunch advocate for his clients. An MBA member for decades, 
Costello currently sits on the MBA Executive Management Board and House of Delegates. Previously, 
he served on the MBA Governance Committee, Membership Committee and Superior Court Bench-
Bar Committee. Costello was also on the Board of Governors for the American Association of Justice. 
While serving as president of the Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys, he was president of its 
Council of Presidents. Costello is a past president of the Essex County Bar Association and currently 
serves on MATA’s and Essex County Bar Association’s boards of directors. 
  
Kazarosian was a longtime Haverhill attorney who established the “work-free lunch” for local 
schoolteachers in the 1960s and successfully fought an injunction that had caused a two-year 
suspension of the construction of Merrimack Valley Hospital. He helped to establish the Pentucket 
Medical Association, WXPO Channel 50 and the First Bank and Trust Co. of Haverhill. Kazarosian 
served as chairman of the Massachusetts Heart Association and the Friends of the Haverhill Public 
Library, was director of the Northern Essex County Association for Retarded Citizens and a member of 
the Armenian, Haverhill, Massachusetts and Essex County bar associations as well as the 
Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys. He served in the U.S. Army during World War II.  
 
Murphy practices employment Law at Rubin and Rudman,LLP, where she counsels businesses, drafts  
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employment agreements, and litigates employment claims. An active MBA member, Murphy currently 
sits on the MBA Executive Management Board, House of Delegates, and the Social Media Policy Sub-
Committee, among other groups. Murphy is also a member of the Women's Bar Association of 
Massachusetts and serves on the Finance Commission for the Town of Westwood. 
 
Throughout the state, the MBA’s Centennial Awards have been and will continue to be  given 
throughout 2011 to persons of extraordinary achievement (who may be a lawyer, law professor, judge, 
court administrator, legislator or other person with significant involvement in the legal system and/or 
the rights and responsibilities of individuals, corporations, partnerships, trusts and other civic bodies) 
who materially advanced the rule of law, enhanced the integrity of lawyers, judges or the legal 
profession, engaged or is engaging in important legal scholarship, or protected the democratic 
principles upon which our country is founded.  
 
 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and 
the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The 

MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
 

– MBA – 


