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MBA Centennial Ball to feature keynote by U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Stephen G. Breyer and Hennessey Award presentation to 

retiring District Court Judge Nancy Gertner 
 

BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association will hold its Centennial Conference, a 
celebration of the MBA's century of service to the public, profession and rule of law, on May 18 and 
May 19 at the Boston Sheraton Hotel. The conference will feature a keynote address from U.S. 
Supreme Court Associate Justice Stephen G. Breyer and a special MBA Hennessey Award 
presentation to retiring U.S. District Court Judge Nancy Gertner. 
 
“We are honored to have a sitting Justice on our country's highest court accept our invitation to share 
his insight first hand at our Centennial dinner. We look forward to what will be a remarkable keynote 
address,” said MBA COO and Chief Legal Counsel Martin W. Healy. 
 
Breyer, a Harvard Law School graduate, was nominated to the U.S. Supreme Court by President 
William J. Clinton in 1994. Prior to his appointment to the Supreme Court, Breyer was the chief justice 
of U.S. Court of Appeals from 1990 to 1994, after serving as a justice of the court for 10 years. A past 
member of the Judicial Conference of the U.S. and the U.S. Sentencing Commission, Breyer was chief 
counsel of the Special Counsel of the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee in 1979 and assistant special 
prosecutor of the Watergate Special Prosecution Force in 1973.  
 
Gertner, who will be retiring from the bench in fall 2011 for a position at Harvard Law School, was 
also appointed to the bench in 1994 by Clinton after two decades of criminal defense and civil activist 
work. In 2008, Gertner became the second woman to receive the Thurgood Marshall Award from the 
American Bar Association's Section of Individual Rights and Responsibilities. Voted by Massachusetts 
Lawyers Weekly readers as one of the “best” federal judges in Boston, Gertner has also been awarded 
the Judge Toomey Judicial Excellence Award jointly by the MBA and Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly. 
A distinguished academic, lawyer and judge, Gertner's autobiography, In Defense of Women: Memoirs 
of an Unrepentant Advocate, will be released in April 2011. 
 
“Our Centennial Ball is a worthy venue to honor the legacy of retiring Judge Nancy Gertner,” said 
MBA President Denise Squillante. “The MBA Hennessey Award is a rare honor reserved for a chosen 
few. We are thrilled to honor Judge Gertner in this fashion, especially during our centennial 
celebration.”   
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e MBA's Centennial Conference will also feature three concurrent CLE tracks, the annual Access to 
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Massachusetts who have demonstrated extraordinary leadership and dedication to improvin
administration of justice and upholding the highest traditions for public service. 
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Justice Awards Luncheon and Bench/Bar Panel and reception on May 18, and the Centennial Ball on 
May 19. For more information, visit www.MassBar.org/centennial. 
 
 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and 
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the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The 
MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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