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MBA chief legal counsel appointed to new Committee for Public 

Counsel Services board 
 

BOSTON, Mass. —Martin W. Healy, the Massachusetts Bar Association’s chief operating officer and 

chief legal counsel, was appointed by House Speaker Robert A. DeLeo to the newly constructed 

governing board for the Committee for Public Counsel Services with 14 others. CPCS is the statewide 

agency that provides legal representation to the commonwealth’s poor in criminal and civil court cases. 

Legislation and the state’s fiscal 2012 budget mandate that CPCS now provide attorneys for 25 percent of 

court cases with low-income defendants. Previously, CPCS handled about 10 percent of cases, while the rest 

were contracted out to private attorneys. CPCS will hire lawyers to manage the 15 percent increase in 

caseload, and priority will be given to existing bar advocates (private attorneys who have worked on CPCS 

cases). 

 

Previously, the Supreme Judicial Court appointed all 15 members, but the state’s budget divided up the 

appointments. The SJC now appoints nine members, with the six remaining positions appointed by the 

governor, Senate president and speaker of the House of Representatives, with two selections each. 

 

An attorney, Healy also serves as a member of the Board of Bar Examiners and is a former hearing 

committee member of the Board of Bar Overseers. In the early 1990s, he worked with MBA leadership to 

formulate the MBA’s Standing Committee on Bar Advocates.  

 

―I have a long and positive working relationship with both the private bar advocate community and the 

public defender staff. I look forward to continuing these exciting efforts,‖ Healy said. ―There is virtually no 

other area of the law as important to the public and the administration of justice than our criminal justice 

system. The high quality of representation provided by our state’s bar advocates and public defenders is an 

unparalleled national model.‖ 

 

Healy is the MBA’s chief legal advisor and liaison to the legislative, executive and judicial branches. He is 

responsible for legal advice in corporate matters and legal support in issues of public policy concerning the 

practice of law and administration of justice. Healy serves as counsel to the MBA’s leadership team and its  

House of Delegates and Executive Management Board. He works with the MBA’s sections and committees 

in developing policy, analyzing legislation, drafting bills and testifying before court, legislative and 

regulatory bodies. Healy also sits on the Editorial Board of Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly and the SJC  
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Judiciary-Media Committee.  

 

Prior to his arrival at the MBA in 1989, Healy was a law clerk in the Suffolk County District Attorney’s 

Office and in the Law Office of William F. Coyne in Boston. He also served as a senior legislative aide in 

the Massachusetts Senate.  

 

Healy received his law degree, cum laude, from Suffolk University Law School and his bachelor’s degree 

from Suffolk University. A South Boston native, he resides in Wilmington with his wife, Celeste, and three 

sons. 

 

 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the 

public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA 

represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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