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Cohasset resident, Boston attorney elected president of the 

Massachusetts Bar Association 
 
BOSTON, Mass. — Cohasset resident Richard P. Campbell has been elected president of the 

Massachusetts Bar Association for its 2011-12 year. He takes office on Sept. 1. Campbell is the founder 

and chairman of Campbell, Campbell, Edwards & Conroy PC in Boston, a nationally recognized firm of 

trial lawyers who primarily represent Fortune 100 corporations in multi-district litigation, class actions, 

aviation disasters, mass torts, toxic tort, product liability, and major commercial disputes. He is one of 

seven national trial counsel for Caterpillar, Inc. and currently serves as lead counsel for one of the 

commercial airlines in the 9-11 litigation pending in federal court in New York City. In addition, 

Campbell organizes and leads his firm’s pro bono project, educating parents, students, and school 

administrators about civil and criminal laws applicable to underage drinking in private homes. 

 

Campbell takes office at a time of great challenge to the bench and bar. As a result of severe 

underfunding, the Supreme Judicial Court ordered the closure of courthouses and announced forced 

layoffs and furloughs. The SJC also served notice on the governor and Legislature to stop appointing new 

judges and clerks due to fiscal restraints. With regard to lawyers in practice, 2011 marks at least the fourth 

consecutive year where new law school graduates face bleak prospects of securing jobs.   

Campbell is committed to educating the public at-large on the implications of underfunding the judicial 

system to the quality of their lives in the commonwealth.   

“We take the rule of law for granted. We never ask ourselves what our individual lives would be like if 

the rule of law was ignored, unenforced, or non-existent. Images from Syria, Libya and Somalia show us 

the ugly face of lawlessness. Murder is common in Ciudad Juarez, barely across the Texas border. 

Kidnappings for ransoms are now said to be common in southern Arizona,” Campbell said. “By 

underfunding the justice system, the public at-large puts at risk the way in which they live their lives and 

with it their hopes and dreams for themselves and their children and grandchildren.” 

Campbell expressed particular concern for the erosion of the rule of law in cities like Lawrence, 

Brockton, New Bedford, and Fall River.   

“It is here, in the Gateway Cities, that the rule of law is tested every day, whether by violent crime, or by 

corruption, or by unsafe living conditions,” Campbell said. “Closed courthouses, unsafe courthouses, and  
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dysfunctional courthouses that serve Gateway Cities breed contempt for the law and diminish our 

collective safety and security statewide.” 

With regard to glut of lawyers produced by the nine law schools in the state, Campbell has committed the 

Massachusetts Bar Association to action.   

“Many individuals in this debt ridden, lost generation of recent law school graduates are turning to solo 

practice without either prior experience or access to mentors,” Campbell said. “Practical problems ensue.  

Clients are poorly served; incivility abounds; established practitioners experience a decline in revenue 

coupled with an increase in transactional expenses.” 

A past MBA secretary, vice president and president-elect, Campbell chaired the MBA's Peremptory 

Challenges Task Force and has served on the MBA’s governing body, the House of Delegates, for more 

than seven years; on the Criminal Justice Section Council for five years; and currently as a Massachusetts 

Bar Foundation trustee and Oliver Wendell Holmes Fellow.  

 

Campbell is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. Campbell is also a past chair of the 

34,000-member Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section of the American Bar Association.  Campbell 

served seven years as the Chair of the Board of Overseers for Boston College Law School.   

 

In 1995, Boston College Law School honored Campbell with its highest award for dedication to the law 

― the Founder’s Medal. In  2009,  the ABA Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section (TIPS) honored 

Campbell with the Andrew C. Hecker Memorial Award, in recognition for his leadership, outreach, 

enthusiasm, professionalism and pride in TIPS.  

 

Campbell received his B.A. from the University of Massachusetts in 1970 and went on to earn  

his law degree from Boston College Law School, cum laude, in 1974. 

 

Alongside Campbell, the other 2011-12 MBA officers include: president-elect Robert L. Holloway Jr., 

Peabody; vice president Jeffrey N. Catalano, Boston;  vice president Marsha V. Kazarosian, Haverhill; 

treasurer Douglas K. Sheff, Boston; and secretary Robert W. Harnais, Quincy.  

 

 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal 

profession and the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and 

respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the 

commonwealth. 
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