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Free legal assistance available for flooding victims through 

partnership between the MBA, ABA and FEMA 
 

BOSTON, Mass. —A toll-free legal assistance hotline and online request form is now available 
for victims of recent severe storms and flooding in Massachusetts. The service, which allows 
Massachusetts residents to request the assistance of a lawyer, is a partnership between the 
Massachusetts Bar Association, the American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
 
“The Massachusetts Bar Association is proud to partner with the ABA and FEMA to provide 
Bay State flood victims with legal assistance as they recover from losses,” MBA President 
Valerie A. Yarashus said. 
 
Massachusetts residents facing legal issues due to the floods can call the Lawyer Referral Service 
toll free number, (866) 627-7577, from 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Monday through Friday, fill out an 
online form at www.MassBar.org/FloodRelief or email flood2010@massbar.org. Assistance will 
be offered based on the legal question, and could include information and referrals to attorneys 
or local, state and federal agencies.  
 
Examples of legal questions include: 
• Securing FEMA and related government benefits; 
• Assistance with life, medical and property insurance claims; 
• Help with home repair contracts and contractors; 
• Replacement of wills and other important legal documents destroyed in the disaster; 
• Support in consumer protection matters, remedies and procedures; 
• Guidance on mortgage-foreclosure problems; 
• Counseling on landlord/tenant problems; and 
• Assistance with other legal problems related to the disaster. 
 
When the president declares a major disaster, FEMA, in cooperation with the ABA Young 
Lawyers Division, establishes a toll-free number for disaster victims to request legal assistance. 
Funding for the toll-free line comes from FEMA under the authority of Section 415 of the Robert  
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T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. The AMA Young Lawyers Division 
in turn partners with state bar associations and other legal organizations to recruit volunteer 
lawyers in affected areas to handle victims’ cases. 
 
For more information on the program, visit www.MassBar.org/FloodRelief. 
 

The ABA Young Lawyers Division is the home for young lawyers. With more than 150,000 
members and 300 affiliated groups, the ABA YLD is the largest young lawyer organization in the 

world. 
 

FEMA coordinates the federal government's role in preparing for, preventing, mitigating the 
effects of, responding to, and recovering from all domestic disasters, whether natural or man-

made, including acts of terror. 
 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves 
the legal profession and the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, 

professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse group of 
attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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