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The Winsor School of Boston wins Massachusetts Bar Association’s   
2010 Mock Trial State Championship 

 
 
BOSTON, Mass.—For the first time, The Winsor School of Boston was today named State Champion 
of the Massachusetts Bar Association’s 2010 Mock Trial Program. The finals were held at Faneuil Hall 
in Boston.  
 
The all girls high school now advances to the National High School Mock Trial Championship in 
Philadelphia, Penn. held May 6-9. A portion of the trip will be funded by a donation from the MBA’s 
philanthropic partner, the Massachusetts Bar Foundation. This was the first time The Winsor School 
made it to the finals. The school has participated in the Mock Trial Program for the past six years. 
 
“It’s just incredible. I’m so excited for nationals,” said Amy Bridge, a senior and one of three team 
captains. “We’ve worked so hard for this. It’s a relief,” added fellow captain Sanjana Sharma.  
 
The Winsor School and Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School in South Hadley 
competed during a more than two-hour mock trial in Faneuil Hall’s Great Hall. The Winsor School 
represented the plaintiff, Doris J. Zellus, a woman who lost a large sum of money after investing her 
daughter’s college fund. Pioneer Valley represented the defendants, investment advisor A.J. Clifford 
and the firm of Goldsmith Neray & Sass LLC.  
 
Superior Court Justice Peter W. Agnes Jr. presided over the mock trial and was assisted by Norfolk 
Probate and Family Court Associate Justice John D. Casey and District Court Justice Barbara Savitt 
Pearson. 
 
“If in my courtroom every day I had the pleasure of having lawyers as good as you, my job would be a 
lot easier,” Pearson said.  
 
Agnes said the ruling in the actual case was split: all three judges agreed the defendants did not commit 
fraud or violate the Consumer Protection Act, but two judges believed the defendants breached their 
fiduciary duties to the plaintiff. Despite that, The Winsor School won the championship because it 
received a higher score from the judges - who based their calculations on a number of factors including 
presentation and knowledge of both the case and law.  
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“This takes a lot of courage,” Casey said of the teams’ participating in Mock Trial. “To think on your 
feet, it’s such a difficult task. You should be so proud of the way you handled it.” 
 
The Mock Trial Program began its 25th year in January. The competition places high school teams 
from 16 regions across the state in simulated courtroom situations where they assume the roles of 
lawyers, defendants and witnesses in hypothetical cases. More than 115 teams competed in this year’s 
competition. 
 
“The MBA’s Mock Trial Program has been hugely successful,” MBA President Valerie A. Yarashus 
said. “The goal has remained to provide each student a chance to grow as an individual – to grow as 
someone who is able to work with and support others, as an informed citizen who understands our 
legal system, and as future leaders, who will use those skills to improve the lives of others in the 
community.” 
 
The Mock Trial Program is administered by the MBA, and made possible by the international law firm 
of Brown Rudnick through its Center for the Public Interest in Boston, which has contributed $25,000 
each year to the program since 1998.  
 
For more information on the MBA Mock Trial Program, visit http://mocktrial.massbar.org/. 
 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and 
the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The 

MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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