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Massachusetts Bar Association to salute leaders in public 
service, legal aid at March 12 luncheon 

 
BOSTON, Mass.—The Massachusetts Bar Association will honor five attorneys and one law firm at 
the Access to Justice Awards Luncheon March 12 for their efforts in providing exemplary legal 
services to the public. The noon event will be held at the Westin Copley Place in Boston. 
 
“The MBA has the distinct honor of recognizing Massachusetts attorneys who selflessly devote their 
expertise and energy to represent the most vulnerable of our citizens,” said MBA President Valerie A. 
Yarashus, who designated access to justice as a prominent theme of her presidential term.  
 
MBA Access to Justice Section Co-Chairs Jayne Tyrrell and James T. Van Buren presented the report 
of the Access to Justice Award nominees at the January meeting of the MBA’s House of Delegates, 
who unanimously approved the following roster of attorneys to be recognized at the March 12 
luncheon. 
 
Legal Services Award 
Patti Prunhuber, Legal Assistance Corporation of Central Mass., Worcester, has continuously 
advocated for low-income families, immigrants and low-wage workers rights with regard to 
unemployment compensation, access to health care, affordable housing and public benefits issues.   
 
Thomas E. Kosman, South Coastal Counties Legal Services, Inc., Brockton, has devoted his entire 
career to serving elderly citizens and meeting their legal needs, traveling monthly to community 
outreach centers and nursing homes. He is a forceful advocate for the protection of elders’ rights. 
 
Pro Bono Award for Law Firms 
Fish and Richardson, Boston, is a model and the standard for approaching public interest work. The 
firm has been steadfast in its pro bono commitment of consistently staffing the Northeast Housing 
Court Lawyer for the Day Program since 2005. Fish and Richardson sponsored and established the first 
Lawyer for the Day training seminar, which has been a model throughout the state. 
 
Pro Bono Publico Award 
Michael Angelini, Bowditch & Dewey, Worcester, exemplifies the best of our private bar in  
working tirelessly to help those without resources achieve justice in our legal system. When the Legal 
Assistance Corporation of Central Massachusetts struggled in 2009 after revenue cuts, Angelini led the 
first LACCM private bar fundraising campaign and established a foundation upon which to build.  
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He spent hundreds of hours contacting attorneys and conducting meetings to secure emergency 
funding.  
 
Defender Award 
Beth Eisenberg, CPCS, Boston, has dedicated her legal career to assisting those who most 
desperately need a strong legal advocate. She has been a relentless advocate on behalf of indigent 
clients and always provides her clients with outstanding and energetic representation.   
 
Prosecutor Award 
Michael C. Connolly, Norfolk County District Attorney, Canton, helped craft a pilot program in 
partnership with the Quincy mayor’s office and police department that assures immediate treatment of 
mentally ill defendants. The program placed a mental health clinician at the police department and 
trained both police officers and assistant district attorneys. 
 
 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal 
profession and the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence 

and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across 
the commonwealth. 

 
– MBA – 


