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Boston and Worcester attorneys appointed co-chairs of Massachusetts 

Bar Association’s Judicial Administration Section 

Worcester attorney James C. Donnelly Jr.and Boston attorney the Hon Gordon L. Doerfer (ret.) 
have been appointed by Massachusetts Bar Association President Valerie A. Yarashus as co-
chairs of the association’s Judicial Administration Section for the 2009-10 year. Their terms 
began Sept. 1.  

The MBA’s Judicial Administration Section serves to promote the fair and efficient 
administration of justice within courts of the commonwealth. With members from both bench and 
bar, the section monitors the Trial Court and supports proposals for more efficient use of court 
resources. 
 
Donnelly, a Worcester resident, is a partner at Mirick, O’Connell, DeMallie & Lougee LLP in 
Worcester, where he concentrates his practice on complex civil litigation and business disputes. 
Donnelly has more than 30 years of experience in trial and appellate courts in Massachusetts, and 
was recently appointed the chief justice of the Massachusetts Superior Court to the Business 
Litigation Session Advisory Committee. He is a trustee and current president of the Higgins 
Armory Museum in Worcester.  He has served in the past as a trustee and treasurer of the 
American Antiquarian Society, a trustee of the Worcester Center for Crafts.  He is currently a 
corporator of the greater Worcester Community Foundation and the Worcester Art Museum. 

Doerfer, a Needham resident, is a mediator and arbitrator on the panel of neutrals at JAMS, The 
Resolution Experts in Boston, where he specializes in the arbitration and mediation of business 
disputes. He is also on the adjunct faculty of Suffolk University Law School, where he teaches 
trial practice and previously served as adjunct faculty at Boston College Law School. Doerfer 
retired from the bench after 25 years of service, including four years on the Boston Municipal 
Court, 15 years on the Superior Court and six years as an associate justice of the Massachusetts 
Appeals Court. Doerfer is a recipient of a Judicial Excellence Award from the Massachusetts 
Judges Conference. Previously, he was an associate and junior partner in civil litigation at Nutter 
McLennan and Fish and a partner at Palmer and Dodge, both in Boston.   

The MBA’s 17 sections and Young Lawyers Division provide lawyers with up-to-date 
information on specific areas of law, monitor law-related legislation, sponsor professional 
education programs and provide information on the law for the general public. 
 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the public 
by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a 

diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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