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Boston and Fitchburg attorneys appointed co-chairs of Massachusetts 
Bar Association’s Access To Justice Section 

 
Boston attorney Jayne B. Tyrrell and Fitchburg attorney James T. Van Buren have been 
appointed by Massachusetts Bar Association President Valerie A. Yarashus as co-chairs 
of the association’s Access to Justice Section, for the 2009-10 year. Their appointments 
began Sept. 1.  
 
The MBA’s Access to Justice Section serves to support lawyers who provide 
representation through legal service organizations, court-appointed criminal defense or 
other pro-bono activities. 
 
Tyrrell, a Watertown resident, is the executive director of the Massachusetts Interest on 
Lawyers Trust Account Program (IOLTA).  She is co-chair of the Boston Bar 
Association Task Force on Expanding the Right to Counsel, as well as a member of the 
National Coalition on Civil Right to Counsel, the Supreme Judicial Court Working Group 
on Limited Assistance Representation and the Self-Representation Network. Tyrrell is a 
former President of the National Association of IOLTA Programs 
 
Van Buren, a Fairhaven resident, has been a solo practitioner for 29 years, and has 
practiced in Fitchburg for 34 years. Van Buren is serving his third year as an Access to 
Justice Section chair and is also a regional delegate in the MBA House of Delegates for 
Worcester County. In 2005, he was one of 21 statewide representatives appointed to the 
Massachusetts Access to Justice Commission, and is now vice chair. Van Buren 
previously served as president of the Worcester County Bar Association.  
 
The MBA’s 17 sections and Young Lawyers Division provide lawyers with up-to-date 
information on specific areas of law, monitor law-related legislation, sponsor professional 
education programs and provide information on the law for the general public. 
 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal 

profession and the public by promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional 
excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse group of attorneys, judges and legal 

professionals across the commonwealth. 
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