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Mass. Bar to honor SJC Chief Justice Margaret H. Marshall  
with prestigious Hennessey Award 

Marshall also to discuss the court budget during her annual address at the Oct. 21 event 
 
 
BOSTON, Mass. — The Massachusetts Bar Association will honor Supreme Judicial Court Chief Justice 
Margaret H. Marshall at its fourth annual Bench-Bar Symposium at the John Adams Courthouse on Oct. 21. 
Only the fifth recipient of the prestigious Chief Justice Edward F. Hennessey Award, Marshall will be 
recognized for her many accomplishments over the past decade as leader of the state’s judicial branch. 
 
“The Massachusetts courts have benefited greatly from Chief Justice Marshall’s trailblazing vision,” MBA 
President Valerie A. Yarashus said. “Her leadership has further ensured access to justice to the citizens of 
Massachusetts and has elevated the state’s court system as a national model for innovative court practices.”  
 
Marshall has been instrumental in ushering in essential changes within the Massachusetts courts since first being 
appointed to the SJC in 1996 by Gov. William Weld and then being named its first woman chief justice in 1999 
by Gov. A. Paul Cellucci. Some of her successful innovations include standard time frames for every type of 
case in every trial court, the implementation of a comprehensive, web-based case management system, the 
creation of groundbreaking court staffing models and the launch of new programs to ensure the fair 
administration of justice for all citizens of the commonwealth. 
   
The Chief Justice Edward F. Hennessey Award is presented to judges of the federal or state courts within the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts who have demonstrated extraordinary leadership and dedication to improving 
the administration of justice and raising public awareness and appreciation for the law and upholding the highest 
traditions for public service. The late Hon. Edward F. Hennessey, for whom the award is named, served as SJC 
chief justice from 1976 to 1989 and was the inaugural recipient of this high honor. 
 
Marshall’s acceptance of the Hennessey award will follow her Annual Address to the Legal Community, during 
which she will discuss the Trial Court budget crisis and its impact on the public. 
 
MBA President Valerie A. Yarashus and Utah Supreme Court Chief Justice Christine Durham, president of the 
Conference of Chief Justices of the United States, will also provide remarks. A reception will follow at the same 
venue.  
 
 
Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the public by 
promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse 

group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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