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Massachusetts Bar Association Lawyers Eco-Challenge launches its 
second year with cell phone recycling program  

 
BOSTON, Mass. — Lawyers across the state can expand the green practices they learned from the Massachusetts Bar 
Association’s Lawyers Eco-Challenge by participating in its newest initiative: a cell phone recycling program that 
launches today. 
 
“I am delighted that the second year of the MBA Lawyers Eco-Challenge will continue its mission of helping lawyers 
work toward a healthier environment,” MBA President Edward W. McIntyre said. 
 
The MBA launched the Eco-Challenge with the Conservation Law Foundation in September 2007, and issued the 
MBA Lawyers Environmental Pledge four months later. Nearly 100 firms, attorneys or organizations throughout the 
state have joined to become Pledge Partners. Those partners represent all regions of Massachusetts and office sizes, 
from a single attorney in Stockbridge, moderate sized firms in Lowell and large, prestigious firms in Boston. There 
are also Pledge Partners outside of traditional law firms and the state.  
 
The next step in the Eco-Challenge is a cell phone recycling program offered in conjunction with Verizon Wireless’ 
HopeLine program (www.verizonwireless.com/hopeline.) Since the national recycling program began in October 
2001, HopeLine has collected more than 5.6 million phones and kept more than 200 tons of electronic waste and 
batteries out of landfills. Proceeds – including more than $6.3 million in cash grants – benefit organizations running 
domestic violence awareness and prevention programming. Local groups that have received a share are Jane Doe Inc., 
YWCA of Western Massachusetts, the Norfolk County Sheriff’s Department and Boston Area Rape Crisis Center.  
 
“Donating a phone to HopeLine is an easy way to support survivors of domestic violence,” said Ken Dixon, Verizon 
Wireless' New England Region President. “Realizing it takes time and energy to organize phone recycling drives, 
we’re thankful for local organizations that go above and beyond to raise awareness of this issue.” 
 
No-longer used cell phones, batteries and accessories (both working and broken) from all service providers will be 
accepted at one of three collection boxes:  

• MBA headquarters, 20 West St., Boston;  
• MBA Western Mass office, 73 State St., Springfield; and  
• CLF’s Massachusetts headquarters, 62 Summer St., Boston.  

 
“If lawyers do their part in recycling cell phones, the metals get re-circulated, our landfills are less toxic, and the need 
for new metal mining is decreased,” said Nancy B. Reiner, co-chair of the Energy and Environment Task Force, 
which oversees the Eco-Challenge. “And equally important, we get to share our old cell phones, or the proceeds from 
recycling them, with organizations assisting domestic violence victims.” 
 
For more information on the MBA Lawyers Eco-Challenge, visit www.massbar.org/ecochallenge. 
 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the public by 
promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse group of 

attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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