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MASSACHUSETTS BAR ASSOCIATION PAST PRESIDENT HONORED 
WITH MBA COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

PRESENTATION MADE AT MLGBA ANNUAL DINNER 
 
CAMBRIDGE, Mass.—The Massachusetts Bar Association proudly honored past president and longtime 
association member Mark D Mason with a Community Service Award for his ongoing commitment of using his 
legal skills to serve the public. Mason, a Springfield resident, has practiced at Cooley Shrair PC in Springfield for 
14 years. 
 
The MBA created the Community Service Award Program in 1984 to recognize attorneys and judges who have 
made public service contributions to their communities. Recipients are nominated for the award by county and 
other MBA-affiliated bar associations. Mason was nominated by the Massachusetts Lesbian & Gay Bar 
Association, of which he has been an active member for 15 years, and was given the award at their annual dinner in 
Cambridge. 
 
“Mark’s dedication to his profession and his community is extraordinary,” said MBA President David White, who 
presented the award to Mason on May 9 at the Royal Sonesta Hotel in Cambridge. “He leads by example, and has 
consistently dedicated his time and talent to serve the needs of others.” 
 
Mason made history in 2006 when he became the first – and thus far, only – openly gay and married bar association 
president in the nation. As president of the MBA, Mason focused on establishing and expanding law-related 
education programs across the commonwealth, including the Choose Law program, the Judicial Youth Corps and 
Lawyer-Teacher Partnership program. 
 
“I am proud to have worked with Mark for many years. I can’t think of a more deserving recipient of such an 
important award,” said Charles P. Wagner, co-chair of the MLGBA and at-large delegate of the MBA’s House of 
Delegates. 
 
Mason’s volunteer work is diverse, as he divides his time between legal organizations and local community groups. 
He is co-founder and past president of the Gay & Lesbian Civic Association of Greater Springfield, past chair and 
commissioner of the Springfield Cultural Council, as well as a board member of the Holyoke Street School, the 
Community Music School of Springfield and the Hampden County Bar Association.  
 
He has been a perennial volunteer and supporter of the Western Mass. Dial-A-Lawyer program, as well as the 
Western Mass. Volunteer Lawyers Service and the HIV Law Consortium of Western Mass. 
 
“It's not a matter of taking time to volunteer. It's a matter of pursuing a lifestyle that you find meaningful and enjoy. 
It's always been important to me to help people and to be sure there's justice in the world,” Mason said.  
 

Incorporated in 1911, the Massachusetts Bar Association is a non-profit organization that serves the legal profession and the public by 
promoting the administration of justice, legal education, professional excellence and respect for the law. The MBA represents a diverse 

group of attorneys, judges and legal professionals across the commonwealth. 
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